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GENERAL MARK MILLEY SWORN IN
20th CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF SERVED IN THE 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION
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JOINT BASE MYER-HENDERSON HALL, VA (SEPT 30,

2019) – "With the complex challenges of the international

environment, the United States Armed Forces stand ready,"

said Milley. "We stand ready to keep the peace or, if

necessary, win the war. We are the best equipped, best

trained, best led military in human history, and our

adversaries should know never to underestimate our skill,

our capability and our combat power.“ Milley was confirmed

for the top position by the Senate back in July after Trump

nominated the Princeton University alum who also holds a

master's degree in international relations from Columbia

University in December 2018. Milley told Trump during his

speech on Monday that he would "always

provide...informed, candid, impartial military advice." During

his confirmation hearing, the Independent Senator Angus

King of Maine asked the general whether he would be

"intimidated" by the president. "Absolutely not. By no one.

Ever," said Milley "I'll give my best military advice. It'll be

candid. It'll be honest. It'll be rigorous and it'll be thorough,"

he said. "We are not going to be intimidated into making

stupid decisions. We will give our best military advice

regardless of consequences to our self.” In the same

hearing, Senator Tom Cotton, the Republican from

Arkansas and a former Army captain, questioned Milley

about the military's policy on following orders. "When the

decision-maker makes a decision, it's our job to execute,"

Milley said, even if he considers the order "ill-advised.“

Cotton said Defense Department policy directs enlisted

personnel to follow all orders while officers can disobey

those they consider illegal but Milley pushed back on the

distinction between rank categories. "Frankly, I would expect

any soldier, sailor, airman, Marine regardless of rank not to

obey an illegal, immoral, or unethical order, even at the risk

of their own life," Milley told Cotton. "It's the Nuremberg

standard. You can't hide behind 'I was ordered to do it.’” A

veteran of multiple deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq,

Milley served in the 82nd Airborne Division and the 10th

Mountain Division.

Snapshots of his career in news articles see him as an Army

major in Haiti in 1994 when President Bill Clinton launched

an invasion force of 25,000 military personnel to remove the

military coup installed after Lieutenant General Raoul

Cedras overthrew the government of Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
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Another vignette from 1997 shows

Milley stationed in Korea at the rank

of lieutenant colonel. He told U.S.

News & World Report that, "We're

ready to blast [North Korean leader]

Kim Jong Il and his Communist

heathens back into the Stone Age."

Descriptions of Milley can be boiled

down to him being a solid tactician

with curt honesty—in both the U.S.

military and Washington politics. But

the general assumes the reins of

the Pentagon at a time when U.S.

forces are still fighting in America's

longest war—Afghanistan—and six

other countries around the globe—

troops are even stationed at the

U.S.-Mexico border.

But the next war the Pentagon may

have to wrestle with is the one

consuming the D.C. beltway at the

moment as the Pentagon may be

roped into the House's

impeachment inquiry into Trump

since military aid to Ukraine is the

catalyst that sparked the
investigation.

LOCAL SLED HOCKEY TEAM DRAWS INSPIRATION 
FROM 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION, WWII VETERAN

FORT DRUM, NY (Oct. 4, 2019) – When a new goalie joined

the Mountain Warriors Sled Hockey Team in Canton, coach

Mark McKenna had an idea about the headgear that the new

player would wear.

McKenna, a civil engineer with the U.S. Corps of Engineers at

Fort Drum, started the adaptive sport program in 2011 and grew

a roster of wounded and disabled service members and

athletes. While the team is not affiliated with the 10th Mountain

Division, McKenna said it is composed mostly of Soldiers from

the Warrior Transition Battalion and disabled athletes in the

community.

“This past spring, I picked up an extra player – a goalie – from

the WTB, and so I wanted to pay tribute to the 10th Mountain

Division Soldier,” McKenna said. As a member of the 10th

Mountain Division, Jacques Parker led a machine gun squad

during the assault on Riva Ridge and crossing of the Po Valley

during World War II. Parker was able to sketch his experiences

of military life while training at Camp Hale, Colorado, and during

his combat deployment to the Italian Alps. Over the past couple

of decades, goalie masks have become as famous as the

athletes who wear them, due to their bold, attention-grabbing

graphic designs. Knowing this, McKenna found the perfect

canvas for the tribute.

The finished goalie mask designed by Frank Cipra includes iconic 
artwork that Parker created.
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The design concept was to have a

World War II mountain trooper on one

side and a modern-day light

infantryman on the other. In his

research, McKenna came across a

poster of a 10th Mountain ski trooper

and contacted the artist for permission

to use the image on the goalie mask.

The artist who originally sketched the

combat mountaineer happens to be

one himself.

Jacques Parker was assigned to C

Company, 86th Mountain Infantry

Regiment, and led a machine gun

squad during the assault on Riva

Ridge and crossing of the Po Valley

during World War II. He also was

known for his artistic talents,

sketching his experiences of military

life while training at Camp Hale,

Colorado, and during his combat

deployment to the Italian Alps.

As the division’s resident illustrator,

some of Parker’s sketches made it on

the pages of the Blizzard, the unit’s

official publication. His artwork also

was featured in the 1950 regimental

history, “Mountaineers,” to include a

portrait of Maj. Gen. George P. Hays,

division commander. After the war,

Parker continued to work as an artist.

McKenna enlisted his friend, Frank

Cipra, who specializes in painting

goalie masks, for this project. The

final product also would include the

words “Sempre Avanti”, Always

Forward, on one side and “Climb to

Glory” on the other.

When the mask was completed,

McKenna and Cipra traveled to

Pittsfield, Massachusetts, to meet

Parker and have both artists sign the

finished product.

Parker greeted his guests wearing a

blue sport coat with his 86th Infantry

Regiment insignia on it. “He said he

wore it for us,” McKenna said.

“Mr. Parker is 98 years old and

just as sharp as can be.”

McKenna said that Parker was

interested in learning about the

sled hockey team, and he

brought a sled and the modified

sticks that the players use. They

swapped stories over a two-hour

lunch and then continued for

another two hours afterward.

Cipra and Parker talked a little

tradecraft – one artist to another

– and the WWII veteran jokingly

critiqued the goalie mask.

“He loved the goalie mask and

told Frank he did a good job –

but next time he could do

greater,” McKenna said.

Before they left, Parker

autographed two of his WWII ski

trooper posters for McKenna

and Cipra. McKenna presented

him with some 10th Mountain

Division mementos, to include a

hat, coffee mug and Pando

Commando patch. He also gave

Parker a team jersey with the

number 86 on the back and a

“C” on the front, both signifying

the veteran’s former unit and his

being named honorary team

captain.

“He is truly one of my heroes,”

McKenna said. “Frank and I both

said afterward that it was the

best day ever – meeting a World

War II hero and a true

gentleman. His legacy will live

on through our goalie mask.”

Mark McKenna, left, coach of the Mountain Warriors Sled Hockey Team, and 
Frank Cipra, right, professional graphic and airbrush artist, meet with Jacques 
Parker, a World War II veteran assigned to C Company, 86th Mountain Infantry 
Regiment of the 10th Mountain Division, who provided inspiration and artwork 
for a new    goalie mask for the Canton-based team. (Photo courtesy of Mark 
McKenna)
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TELLURIDE, CO (JULY 5, 2009) I had the unique opportunity to
talk to a living legend in my Telluride living room on July 3.
Jacques Parker had agreed to an interview, and what a treat to
hear from one of the participants what it was like to be at Camp
Hale (near Leadville, CO for the uninitiated) for training, how he
came to be a combat artist, about the camaraderie among the
men of the 10th Mountain Division during the Second World
War, and generally to have a good conversation with a real
gentleman.
Fourteen years ago, Beth and George Gage, Telluride locals and
well known documentary filmmakers made “Fire on the
Mountain” about the 10th. The film is being screened at 6:00 pm,
Monday, July 6, at the Sheridan Opera House. The movie is the
highlight of Telluride Mountainfilm’s Summer fundraiser.

George Gage told me it was their dream to have surviving

members of the 10th here for the 15th anniversary of “Fire” but
time marches on and many of the veterans felt this year might be
the last time they could count on visiting our high mountain
valley, so it was decided to honor them this year. They
participated in Saturday’s July 4th celebration, and will be
featured guests at the Opera House on the 6th.

Jacques Parker’s “day job” was sergeant of a machine gun squad,
but he packed paper and pencils, a sketch pad and pens or
brushes when his load permitted, and documented the life of a
combat soldier in the Italian Alps at the end of the War. His
drawings have been seen in magazines and posters for decades,
and are the foundation for the poster honoring the men of the
10th seen on this page.

TRIBUTE TO JACQUES PARKER 

*Sadly Jacques made his final Climb to Glory in early 
January 2020

http://www.10thmtndivassoc.org/
http://www.sheridanoperahouse.com/
http://www.mountainfilm.org/
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POLANICA-ZDRÓJ, 

POLAND(Sept. 17, 2019) –

The International 

Federation of Mountain 

Soldiers (IFMS) met in 

Polanica-Zdrój, Poland,      

17 – 20 September 2019. 

Mountain Soldier 

contingents from eleven 

countries assembled in 

Poland to share 

experiences, build 

camaraderie, and develop 

international cooperation 

for mountain warriors. The 

10th Mountain Division 

Association, led by Colonel 

(R) Jim Creighton, 

represented the United 

States contingent. The 

delegations built new and 

lasting relationships as the 

Polish hosts provided unit 

demonstrations, historical 

context, and cultural 

experiences.

The 10th Mountain Division’s 

exploits in Afghanistan, Iraq, 

and other contingencies 

were presented to the IFMS 

executive council. The 

current operations 

descriptions led to a lively 

discussion regarding the 

importance of connecting 

former and active Soldiers. 

The executive council 

congratulated the 10th

Mountain Division for 

upholding the standards of 

toughness and performance 

exhibited by mountain 

soldiers worldwide. 

The IFMS sponsors 

mountaineering 

competitions and reunions 

every year. The 10th

Mountain Division 

Association as well as the 

10th Mountain Division was 

invited to send 

representatives to compete 

and participate in events in 

Italy, Germany and Slovenia 

in the next year. Please 

contact the 10th Mountain 

Association for information 

regarding upcoming events 

and gatherings.
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TRIPLE DEUCE SOLDIERS, GUESTS HONOR FALLEN WARRIOR AT BUILDING               
REDEDICATION CEREMONY

FORT DRUM, NY (Sept. 26, 2019) – Soldiers from 2nd

Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat

Team, 10th Mountain Division (LI), and invited guests

honored a fallen comrade Sept. 26 during the

rededication ceremony of the Staff Sgt. Michael H. Ollis

Weapons Training Center at Fort Drum.

On Aug. 28, 2013, Ollis sacrificed his life when he

shielded Polish army Lt. Karol Cierpica from a suicide

bomber attack inside Forward Operating Base Ghazni in

Afghanistan.

Ollis was posthumously awarded the Silver Star, which

was upgraded to the Distinguished Service Cross by

Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. James McConville

during a ceremony June 8 on Staten Island.

At the rededication ceremony, Robert Ollis spoke about

his son’s passion for the Army. As a Vietnam War

veteran, he did not experience the same camaraderie

and support that his son often spoke about with him.

“I envied Michael,” he said. “Michael had this love affair

with the Army, and I totally understand it. I thank the

officers and the NCOs and the Army, how it is today.

Thank you for what you’ve done for Michael.” Ollis said

that his son is missed every day, not just by Family, but

by the entire Staten Island community where they live.

“We can’t go to the supermarket without somebody

coming over and again giving us condolences, six

years later,” he said.

Ollis and his wife, Linda, contributed some of their

son’s personal items to a shadow box that is displayed

at the entrance of the facility. During his remarks, Ollis

thanked Jeff Fox from Fort Drum Public Works Sign

Shop for designing and building the tribute to his son.

“Thank you for all you did to honor our son,” he said.

“This is one of the greatest things, I think, that Michael

ever received.”

Lt. Col. Rex Howry, 2-22 Infantry commander, and

Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory Harmon, battalion senior

enlisted adviser, joined Robert and Linda Ollis for the

plaque unveiling.

Howry said that Ollis embodied the Triple Deuce motto,

“Deeds, not words,” and the Army values. “Bob and

Linda, thank you for teaching your son how to live a life

of honor,” he said. “Know that what I say here or what

we do here cannot capture what your brave son gave

in protection of others. But we can never forget what he

did for our country.” Howry said that Ollis continues to

serve as an example of how everyone should live their

lives.

“Sgt. Ollis made honor his mantra,” he said. “So, train

like Mike, live like Mike. Deeds, not words.” The facility,

previously named Range 2, was originally dedicated to

Ollis in June 2015.

Robert Ollis talks about his son during the 
rededication ceremony of the Staff Sgt. Michael 
H. Ollis Weapons Training Center

Lt. Col. Rex Howry, commander of 2nd Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, joins Robert 
and Linda Ollis to unveil the new plaque during the 
ceremony.

JAN 2020BLIZZARDVOLUME 50, ISSUE 1 
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FORT DRUM, NY (Oct. 23, 2019) – Soldiers from 2nd 

Brigade Combat Team’s 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry 

Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, honored one of their 

own, Oct. 23, 2019, during the repatriation ceremony for 

Sgt. Lawrence Hanscom in Augusta, Maine. Hanscom 

served as a rifleman, driver, and squad leader with E 

Company, 2nd Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, during 

World War II. After fighting on the Bataan Peninsula, he 

was captured by the Japanese and survived the Bataan 

Death March. Hanscom is believed to have died from 

illness in Cabanatuan Prison, and he was buried in a 

mass grave with nine other Americans. Nearly 77 years 

later, DNA testing positively identified his remains, which 

were returned to his hometown for the burial service 

attended by family, friends, and invited guests. The 

command team and honor guard from 4th Battalion, 31st 

Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th

Mountain Division participated in the ceremony at Maine 

Veterans Memorial Cemetery. “When I think back on what 

must have been going on here in Augusta during the war, 

I imagine that his family knew something was amiss as 

the war in the Pacific wore on,” said Lt. Col. Steve 

Wallace, 4-31 commander, during the ceremony. “The 

letters stopped, and the bad news from the Philippines 

dominated the headlines. I know when his memorial 

headstone was dedicated in the 1950s that some closure 

was achieved. But the Army never forgot. We kept 

looking, and now Sgt. Hanscom is home.” Wallace 

and Command Sgt. Maj. Gavin Holmes, 4-31 Infantry 

senior enlisted advisor, presented Dave Erickson, 

Hanscom’s nephew, with his awards – the Bronze Star 

Medal and Purple Heart – following the service. Holmes 

also placed a regimental unit coin in the casket before it 

was sealed. Hanscom’s niece, Lisa Erickson, said it was 

difficult to express how honored their family was to have 

members of 4-3 Infantry travel from Fort Drum for the 

ceremony. She said it was especially poignant for the 

command team to present their uncle’s service medals to 

his nephew “We were grateful for the history of the 31st 

Infantry Regiment that Lt. Col. Wallace and Command 

Sgt. Maj. Holmes were able to share with us,” she said. 

“The dignity, care, respect, and honor these gentlemen 

showed our family and, more importantly, a Soldier who 

was lost 77 years ago, definitely demonstrates that they 

do not forget and they always take care of their own.”

WWII SOLDIER BROUGHT HOME TO REST AFTER NEARLY 77 YEARS
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Command Sgt. Maj. Sean D. O’Brien assumes responsibility of the 5th Battalion, 25th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, from Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick B. Whitetree, Nov. 7, 2019, at 
Fort Polk, La.

Soldiers from the 3rd Brigade Combat Team were welcomed home with a ceremony, Nov. 20, 2019, at 
The 1st Maneuver Enhancement Brigade Gym on Fort Polk, La. The Soldiers were returning home from 
a four-month operational deployment.
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Maj. Gen. Brian Mennes, 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum commander, and Col. Christopher Chomosh, 
representing the Oklahoma Army National Guard and 45th Infantry Division, unveil the plaque honoring retired Lt. 
Col. Ernest Childers during a ceremony, Nov. 20, 2019, at Fort Drum, N.Y. The LTC Childers Inclement Weather 
Training Facility honors the first American Indian Medal of Honor recipient of the 20th century, who had trained 
here before deploying to Italy during World War II.

As only Fort 
Drum and the 
10th Mountain 
Division can 
commemorate 
Veterans Day, 
November 8, 
2019.  
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KISSIMMEE, FL (Nov. 24, 2019) –Spc. William Pinkney, a native of Fort Worth, Texas, and combat medic with 2nd Battalion, 2nd

Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, stepped into the ring to compete in the Sugar Bert Boxing
National Championship for the light-heavyweight class. When the bell rang, Pinkney knew the fight was his to win. “I’m always 
calm before the fight if I prepared the right way,” said Pinkney. “With all the hard work and training twice a day, there was no
way I was going to lose.” Pinkney began boxing in May of 2018, shortly after he arrived at Fort Polk. The community he found 
within his unit and at Fort Polk made his victory possible. “My chain of command has all supported me,” said Pinkney. “When I
first got here, I told them I wanted to try out for the Army Team and bring home a championship.” From the beginning, Pinkney
had the championship on his mind. “The first time he came in and saw a couple of fighters with belts, he decided that he was 
going to be a champion too,” said retired Sgt. 1st Class Sidney Russell, the owner of Ground Zero Boxing Gym and one of 
Pinkney’s coaches. Pinkney’s road to the national championship ran through three fights. In his second bout, he came up just 
short with a close loss. “After that fight, I decided that no one was going to outwork me,” said Pinkney. “With enough hard 
work, you can do anything, so I just had to work twice as hard.” His reinforced resolve after the loss was apparent to his 
coaches. “He came back after the loss working harder and better,” said Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey Cereceres from Task Force Four Ops
Group, and one of Pinkney’s coaches. “It was that determination that made him win Nationals by a long shot. ”That work ethic 
and resolve brought Pinkney to the National Championship with a clear head, ready to bring home the belt. “He dominated the 
fight from beginning to end, his opponent only landed three or four punches each round,” said Cereceres. “He made the fight 
look easy. ”After three rounds of keeping the pressure on his opponent, Pinkney was declared the victor by unanimous decision. 
“I’m proud that I was able to bring home the belt and represent the Army,” said Pinkney. “And I know my all my guys are proud
of me too, my mom even wears the belt around.”

MOUNTAIN SOLDIER DOMINATES IN THE RING
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FORT DRUM, NY (Dec. 13, 2019) – Sgt. Carlos Flores, a joint 
fire support specialist with 3rd Battalion, 6th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, 
was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal and presented a 
coin by the 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum 
commanding general, Maj. Gen. Brian J. Mennes, for 
graduating from the Chilean Army Mountain Warfare School, 
Dec. 13, at Fort Drum N.Y. 

Flores attended the Mountain Warfare School in Rio Blanco, 
the home of La Escuela de Montaña. The official training 
began the first week of June and ended Dec. 2. Prior to that, 
two weeks of rigorous tryouts were conducted.

The training included both winter and summer mountain 
combat operations. The training taught students to read the 
harsh mountain terrain through a variety of conditions while 
learning the basics of surviving at high altitudes.

In order to pass this school, Flores said he needed to take 
preparation seriously.

"I ran a lot to prepare and did strength training," said Flores. 
"All the guys do down there is run, and run, and run non-stop. 
I also practiced knot tying extensively."

During the tryouts, students were graded on their running, 
rucking, swimming, land navigation, knot tying, and ability to 
retain information. 

In the winter phase, students learned to ski, both downhill 
and cross country. Students also learned how to ski tactically 
with their fighting load carrier vest, weapon, and ruck.

Similarly, during the summer phase, students first learned the 
technical aspects of rock climbing and later learned how to 
climb up the side of steep mountains tactically with their FLC, 
weapon, and ruck. 

In depth search and rescue techniques were also taught 
throughout the course. 

There were roughly 250 people that entered the tryout 
portion of the school. From that pool of 250 people, only 31 
students were selected. Of the 31, only 28 students made it 
to graduation. 

Of the many grueling aspects of the course, Flores says the 
hardest part was the rock climbing tactical exercise. During 
that exercise, students were in their full gear, climbing up 
steep mountains in their combat boots. 

"That was just the start of a week-long exercise," said Flores 
"We just marched in rigorous mountain terrain, which was 
ultimately about 80 km, with a drastic change in elevation." 

At the end of the training, students participated in the Rite of 
Passage, where students complete a final summit. Upon 
completing the summit, students had a view of everywhere 
they had trained. Students must also walk across a rope 
bridge across a gully.

Flores thinks this was the most rewarding aspect of the entire 
course. 

"It was a very long day," said Flores. "But you knew you were 
hours away from finishing, hours away from it all being done. 
I was truly, truly proud of myself."

Students then attended a graduation ceremony where they 
were finally able to put on a green beret and be recognized 
for their hard work. 

"It felt great," said Flores. "It was like I was on cloud nine. 
There were good times and bad times, but it was seven 
grueling months that were wrapped up and done with.

Sgt. Carlos Flores, a joint fire support specialist with 3rd 
Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 10th Mountain Division, was awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal and is coined by the 10th Mountain Division 
and Fort Drum commanding general, Maj. Gen. Brian J. 
Mennes, for graduating from the Chilean Army Mountain 
Warfare School, Dec. 13, at Fort Drum N.Y. (Photo Credit: 
Spc. Charlotte Carulli)

CHILEAN ARMY MOUNTAIN WARFARE SCHOOL GRADUATE RECEIVES 
RECOGNITION FROM FORT DRUM COMMANDING GENERAL
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NEW JERSEY POLICE DOG, ARMY VET PARTNER ACCEPT DONATED 
PATRIOTIC DOGHOUSE

SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ (Dec. 29, 2019) – A New Jersey police dog has a new patriotic doghouse thanks to a local woodworker 
who built it.

Lou Dibella, of Scotch Plains, N.J., donated the special red, white and blue doghouse to K-9 Jada, a member of the Hackettstown 
Police Department, and the dog’s partner patrolman Christopher Laver.

“K-9 Jada received her new home on Thursday and she is very excited,” the HPD wrote on its Facebook page.

Lou DiBella, left, built a patriotic doghouse for Hackettstown Police Department K-9 Jada and her partner Ptl. Christopher Laver, 
an Iraq War vet.

Lou DiBella, left, built a patriotic doghouse for Hackettstown Police Department K-9 Jada and her partner Ptl. Christopher Laver, 
an Iraq War vet. (Hackettstown Police Department)

Dibella wanted to donate the doghouse to a local K-9 handler who was also a military veteran, the Lehigh Valley Express-Times 
reported Saturday.

Laver qualified after serving during the Iraq War with the U.S. Army 10th Mountain Division’s 57th Gun-Truck Company.

Jada, a Belgian Malinois, became the Hackettstown PD’s first K-9 three years ago.

“My passion for K9 started during my deployment as I worked with and observed military explosive detection dogs,” Laver said,
according to the paper’s reporting. “That’s when I learned about the Malinois breed. I had no formal K9 training until... I 
purchased Jada as a puppy. From that point on, I would work with K9 handlers and civilian K9 teams to learn and observe."

Hackettstown Police officials said DiBella was inspired to make the doghouse after seeing President Trump honor K-9 Conan, the 
military dog injured in the raid in Syria in October that killed Islamic State terror leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

Hackettstown is about 50 miles west of New York City.
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LEGENDARY SKIER CHRIS ANTHONY TALKS 
10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION AND THE MODERN SKI RESORT

I stood in the back of one of the rooms of the new Colorado 
Snowsports Museum and Hall of Fame listening to 10th 
Mountain Division veteran Sandy Treat. Sadly, he has since 
passed but, that day he was recounting some of his stories from 
his training days at Camp Hale and World War II. Treat, who was 
still quite sharp for someone who has been through a ton at his 
age (96 at the time), was in the middle of talking about specific 
war strategies when I noticed local ski legend Chris Anthony 
wander in. Anthony, famous for his appearances in 28 Warren 
Miller films, has become the go-to-guy regarding the 10th 
Mountain Division. Peeling myself away from Sandy’s chronicles I 
made my way with Chris Anthony into another area of the 
museum to sit down and chat. We spoke at length, leaving me in 
awe of the tenth’s impressive training, incredible bravery and 
just how much of a role they played in the development of the 
modern ski resort. 

Intense Training Was “Just What They Would Do.”

Chris Anthony, The Westin Riverfront’s recently named 
“Resident Mountain Historian” will host The 10th Mountain 

Division Ski Trooper Experience this winter. There, over the 
course of a weekend, you can celebrate and explore the 
incredible history of Colorado’s legendary 10th Mountain 
Division Ski Troopers right alongside Anthony. His knowledge of 
the subject is fascinating and while sitting with him, I could 
barely finish my first question before he eagerly began:
One of the first and amazing stories I heard about the 10th 
Mountain Division long before I heard about what they did 
during Wartime in Italy was one of their weekend outings they 
did from Camp Hale to Aspen and then a party in the Hotel 
Jerome. The trek was no picnic. Not even to this day. They did it 
to test equipment but also just to do it. It is known as the 
“Trooper Traverse.” It helps to picture these crazy late 
teenagers, early twenty year olds living in this base camp high 

up in the Rockies, some with world class skills, doing just 

nutty stuff. They were characters that knew how to live and 

make things happen despite the risk. They were strong, 

vibrant, outgoing, confident men that did fun things during a 

turbulent time. But when it came down to getting 

serious their was not a stronger brotherhood.
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It’s hard to imagine that the group of men whose timely 

victory in WWII at the Battle of Riva Ridge would have 

taken on this turbulent four day trek, carrying roughly 60 

pounds each while skinning at elevations around 12,000 

feet and camping in some of the harshest conditions 

imaginable, just because…but they did. The end result, an 

epic party at Aspen’s Hotel Jerome. Many of these guys 

were skiers, and skiers have to après, right? 

Actually, if you know anything about The 10th or have heard 
their stories from the war, a trek like this isn’t as surprising as 
you think. “That’s just what they would do, says Anthony. They 
would train hard all week, then on the weekend do more of the 
same on their own.” Truth is, they enjoyed these weekend 
sessions and they were really just another part of their intense 
regimen that ultimately, more than, prepared them for battle 
and resulted in their camaraderie and heroism. 

Addressing A Need For A Mountaineering Unit in the Army

The 10th Mountain Division was established in large part thanks 
to the extensive help of National Ski Patrol Founder Charles 
“Minnie” Dole. After stories of a small unit of Finnish ski troops 
holding out against a much larger Russian army during a winter 
battle in 1939 reached the states, Dole recognized the need for 
such a mountaineering unit in the U.S. Army. His passion for 
creating this division began and was enhanced by his connection 
to the ski community. This affiliation prompted Olympic 
medalists, collegiate skiers, accomplished mountaineers, and 
more, to sign up in droves. Thus the 10th Mountain Division was 
born. 

Harsh Conditions Formed a Camaraderie that Helped Swing 
World War II

The training that they endured was unrivaled. Stationed high in 
the Colorado mountains at Camp Hale, the conditions were 
rough. Temperatures that would be considered beyond cold for 
the average human persisted, along with heavy snow and wind 
that they had to navigate on their long wooden skis while 
carrying roughly 90 pounds of gear. The physical strength and 
the mental fortitude it took to survive is something that many 
today could not even come close to understanding, but it is what 
defined The 10th as a unit and propelled them to victory in a 
crucial WWII battle. 

Riva Ridge was a German outpost in Italy’s Apennine Mountains 
that The 10th were able to secure during daring nighttime raid 
in the middle of winter. This ultimately swayed the war in favor 
of the Allies. Not to be overlooked in all of this extreme training 
and its subsequent success was their connection as people. 
Hardened by their time together at Camp Hale and in the 
mountains of Italy, they became more than just a military unit. 
They became a brotherhood that propelled them beyond the 
war and into the modern ski community. 

A Bond That Shaped the Modern Ski Community

Skiing, no matter what the situation, has this overwhelming 
ability to bring people together and the 10th’s fellowship is 
unrivaled. Chris Anthony echoes this sentiment. “Oh yeah, and 
this is like another level of it. Yeah, like a whole other level. I 
mean these guys, what they lived through and the bond behind 
that, it kept them together. It’s a pretty amazing group of guys.” 
Equally as impressive as their commitment to each other are 
their contributions to the modern ski industry. In fact, chances 
are, you have skied on, at least one of the 62 ski resorts that 
they founded upon their return home. Resorts such as Vail, 
Aspen, Sugarbush, Whiteface and more all fit the bill, but it goes 
beyond that. 

Opening ski resorts was just the beginning. Anthony elaborates, 
“They were working ski schools, flipping chairs, opening bars at 
resorts…everything. There were a good couple thousand of 
them that moved right into the ski industry.” Remember, many 
of these men were skiers and mountaineers first so it was a 
natural progression for them to return from the war, gravitate 
towards ski towns and do what they absolutely loved. “They 
were all taken by the mountains,” emphasizes Anthony.  A lot of 
them went to school but a lot of them were first generation 
skiers. What would you do if you came back, but go skiing? Many 
of them just wanted to do what was going to keep them in that 
lifestyle,” said Anthony. Their exploits were transcendent. They 
really were the catalyst behind an increased involvement in the 
modern ski industry. Anthony states, “There were one hundred 
thousand skis given by the Army to the public. This made it more 
accessible… all of a sudden there was a whole supply of 
equipment that could be retained for a minimal price.” This 
ultimately escalated skiing from a posh sport for the elite to a 
more approachable recreational activity for all of society. 

Freedom From Tyranny Means Freedom to Ski

There is just so much to be said for the members of the 10th 
Mountain Division. Not only do they deserve a ton of credit for 
what they did in the war but also for how they molded the ski 
industry into what we know it as today. Both contributions go 
hand in hand. Without an Allied victory in WWII it is hard to 
imagine that we would even have the freedom to ski let alone in 
the capacity that it is today. Currently, with a multitude of 
resorts available to choose from across the country, we can 
enjoy this amazing sport with the freedom and fellowship that 
the veterans of The 10th would have appreciated themselves. 
Not too shabby for a group of young skiers turned troops just 
looking for a good après ski party at the Hotel Jerome.

LEGENDARY SKIER CHRIS ANTHONY CONT
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National Executive Committee

Chairman of the Board
Galen Jackman (10th LT.)
gb10jackman@gmail.com
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James Redmore (10th LT.)
gunsx6@yahoo.com

Senior V. P.
Jim Creighton (10th LT.)
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Executive Director
Rebecca Toomey Redmore
toomeyrl@gmail.com

Secretary
Gil Pearsal (10th LT.)
gpearsal@twcny.rr.com

Treasurer
Rich Babbitt (10th LT.)
richard.babbitt@gmail.com

Blizzard Editor
Lisa Jefferds
lisa.jefferds@gmail.com

Presidents Emeriti

Earl E. Clark (87-HQ-1)
M. N. “Mac” MacKenzie (85-C)
Hugh Evans (85-A, C)
Paul J. Gunderman (605-MED)
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Michael Plummer (10th LT.)

10th Mountain Division Association Foundation
Chairman
Minot Trux Dole (“Minnie” Dole Desc)
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Nancy Kramer
n.kramer@10thmdf.org

10th Mountain Division Association Descendants
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THE BLIZZARD will appear at www.10thmtndivassoc.org, four 
times a year. We will send email reminders to our contributors 
including Chapter presidents, EXCOM, Foundation president 
and Resource staff, to notify them that a new version is 
upcoming. And of course we will continue to appreciate all 
other contributions including entries for TAPS, personal stories, 
100+ Birthdays, etc., sent information to: 
ljefferds@10thmtndivassoc.org
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TAPS
FAREWELL TO AMERICAN PATRIOTS OF THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION

DR. EUGENE SMITH ABY, of Glendive, passed away on Tuesday, June 14, 2016, surrounded by his family at RiverStone 
Hospice Home in Billings. Eugene was born on June 7, 1924, in Salida, Colo. He was a World War II veteran and was in 
the 10th Mountain Division. He served in Italy and was part of the battle on Mt Belvedere. He went to Colorado State 
University and earned his doctorate in veterinary medicine. He met the love of his life, Jaralee Meakins and they were 
married on Jan. 6, 1951. His family was his greatest love. Being a veterinarian was his passion and dedicated his life to 
his profession. Eugene was an avid golfer and sports enthusiast. He was very artistic. He expressed it through 
landscaping, sculpting and carving wood. He lived every day as though it was his last. He loved his family, his 
community and this country. He loved people and their animals. He did the job he was created to do well. He lived a 
great life and will be missed greatly. His wife of 65 years preceded him in death on April 18, 2016. He is survived by his 
four children: Tammy (Ken) Lunde, Jody (Marc) Applegate, Gina (Casey) Thiel, Bart (Abby) Aby; 13 grandchildren Jason 
(Julie), Lance (Caitlin), Levi, Markala (Chris), Kelly (Molly), Kyle (Becky), Craig (Meg), Cassie (Josh), Tiffany (Andrew), 
Ashley, Whitney, Eli, Alyse and 15 great-grandchildren.

Dr. Eugene S. Aby

Kenneth Cantrell

KENNETH R. “KEN” CANTRELL, as a former 10th Mountain Infantryman, Kenny Cantrell clearly heard the mantra: 
“Climb to Glory” on Tuesday, November 21, 2019. He died peacefully at home at the age of 98. Ken was born in the 
home October 23, 1921 in Duncan, Missouri to Pearl (Cantrell) and Ruben Cantrell. He and his two brothers grew up 
doing all the things that three ornery boys will do. In his latter teen years he was captivated by, and courted a young 
lady by the name of Agatha (Gay). Complications quickly arose during their early dating days when Ken became aware 
that he was also dating Gay’s best friend. Needless to say, the lesser love interest went by the wayside and after two 
years of dating, Ken and Gay secretly married at a minister’s home in Buffalo. The longevity of their marriage was 
unsurpassed by most as they celebrated their 79th wedding anniversary earlier this year. Shortly after their daughter 
Linda Kay was born, Ken received the call from the United States Army to report for duty. After basic training he was 
temporarily stationed in California awaiting his orders to be shipped overseas. He was a trained Rifleman assigned to 
the 10th Mountain Infantry, Company K, 87th Regiment. Gay and Linda traveled to California (using her father’s gas 
rations) to be near him. He had told her that if she saw the mules, that meant they were shipping out. Sure enough, a 
few short days later she saw the pack mules were being loaded on the trains…..ears punctured so they would not hear 
the sounds of battle and be frightened, and vocal cords cut so that they could not bray and give away their location to 
the enemy. Kenneth was shipped to the European Theater to fight. Most of his adult life he did not talk about what he 
had seen or what he had done. It haunted him. While in Europe Ken was field commissioned to Sergeant when his 
commanding officer was killed near Madonna di Rodiano, Italy. Ken assumed command of his squad and led them in 
the difficult task of outflanking a deadly machine gun nest. His brave actions resulted in him receiving a Citation for his 
bravery. It was also during that engagement that he himself was wounded as he provided cover for his squad. One by 
one they exited a fox hole to safety. Ken was the last one to leave and was injured. His honorable discharge paper 
only reveals a glimpse of his legacy in wartime…. A recipient of the Purple Heart, Two Bronze Stars, a Good Conduct 
Medal, the American Theater Campaign Ribbon, European African Mid-Eastern Theatre Campaign Ribbon, Overseas 
Service Bar and Victory Ribbon. After Germany surrendered he returned to California to await deployment to the 
Pacific Theater. While waiting for his orders word came that Japan had surrendered….the Atomic bomb had brought 
the war to an end. He could hardly wait to go home! Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents (Pearl and 
Reuben), two brothers (Bill and Dean), two sisters (Emma and Bonnie), wife (Agatha), daughter (Linda Kay), and 
grandson (Clinton). He leaves a legacy contained in his son Randy (wife Linda), six grandchildren (Ryan Cantrell, Lori 
Hackworth (Josh), Kirk Evans (Cindy), Susan Connolly (Stan), and Scott Evans (Penny). Fourteen great-grandchildren, 
three great-great grandchildren, three step-grandchildren (Sarah, Seth, and Stephany), seven step-great-
grandchildren, extended family and friends. 
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FAREWELL TO AMERICAN PATRIOTS OF THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION

Helen Kay Devlin

HELEN KAY DEVLIN, passed away peacefully on Friday, Dec. 14th at her home in West Riverside at the age of 86. She 
was born June 1, 1932 in Butte to John Edward and Mary Helen Keeley. "Kay" grew up in Butte with her two younger 
brothers Jack and Tom Keeley. After high school at Girls Central, she attended Holy Names College in Spokane, 
graduating in 1954 with a degree in Home Economics. After college she was introduced to Joe Devlin on a blind date. 
After a short courtship, mainly by mail, they were married in Butte on July 7, 1956. She is survived by daughters, Keeley 
(Billy) Wills of Potomac, Tomi (Tom) Briggeman of Kalispell, Mary (Dick) Panchot of Clinton, son, Mike Devlin of West 
Riverside and son-in-law, Rick Johnson of Seeley Lake. Her grandchildren include Tom (Rebecca) Shannon, Jeb Cowan, 
Addie (Mike) Taylor, Malarie (Chad) Juel, Tiana (Rob) Easterbrook, Keeley Welker, Tyson (Brandi) Chapman, Cole 
Chapman, Breanne (Charles) Headley and 22 great-grandchildren. Also, sisters-in-law Pat Keeley and Sonja Dickinson of 
Butte and their families, plus numerous nieces and nephews from the West Coast on Joe's side.

Werner Daumiller 

FRED HENRY GRUSSING was born on November 7, 1917, in Rheiderland Township, near Clara City, Minnesota, the son 
of Fred and Tomkey (Bontjes) Grussing.  He grew up and received his education in the rural Clara City area.  On 
December 15, 1942, he was married to Rena Zondervan at Emden Christian Reformed Church in Renville.  They lived in 
several areas of the United States while Fred served in the Army.  Fred served with the 10th Mountain Division in Italy 
during World War II.  Following his discharge, they made their home in rural Raymond, where Fred farmed for many 
years. He is survived by three sons: Melvin (and Olivia) Grussing of Palmdale, CA, David (and Kathy) Grussing of Sauk 
Centre, MN, and Roger (and Deb) Grussing of Clara City, MN; a daughter: Connie (and Dave) Simonson of Austin, MN; 
11 grandchildren; 27 great-grandchildren (and another great-granddaughter on the way); sisters-in-law: Ruth Grussing 
of Clara City, MN, Tiena Zondervan of Raymond, MN and Ardis Zondervan of Prinsburg, MN; and other relatives and 
friends. He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife: Rena in 2014; three brothers: Bontje, Dick, and Joe; and six 
sisters: Hattie, Jennie, Rena, Tillie, Jessie, and Frieda

Fred H. Grussing

DR. MORVIA THOMAS HELMER, 94, passed away on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020. Tom was born on June 14, 1925, to 
Walter and Bertha Helmer in Prospect, New York, and was the youngest of seven children. He graduated from Holland 
Patent Central School in 1943. After graduating, Tom volunteered for the Ski Troops and entered the service in 
September of 1943. He proudly served with the 10th Mountain Division in Italy during World War II. At the war’s end, 
Tom came home and, on a soccer scholarship, attended Colgate University in the pre-dental program. Tom then 
attended dental school at Columbia University, graduating in 1952. Upon his graduation, he started a dental practice 
in Utica, New York. As fate would have it, his office space was behind schedule and when an opportunity arose to be a 
ship dentist on the Kungsholm Cruise Line, he eagerly accepted. There, he met his true love, the most beautiful 
passenger, Ginny Johnson. They were married in Kalispell. It was a union of love, respect and loads of fun. They made 
their first home in Utica and later in Rochester, New York. Tom practiced dentistry for eight years. To say Tom was 
patriotic is an understatement. Born on Flag Day, he loved flags. They were in his car and on his desk and a flag flew 
on his home every day. Red, white and blue were his favorite colors for golf bags and clothing. He loved his country 
and flew Her colors proudly. Tom was the ultimate gentleman. A man of honor who strove to live his life based on the 
values of respect, duty, loyalty, selflessness, integrity and courage. But, if you were to sum up Tom Helmer in one 
word, it would be “HAPPY.” You could not meet Tom and leave his presence without smiling and thinking he just 
made your day. Tom is survived by Ginny, his wife of 65 years; his three children, Bruce (Carrie) Helmer, Jill (Allen) 
Blackford, Cindy (Tom) Agamenoni; as well as five loving grandchildren, Kelly (Andrew) Bruni, Mark (Sherine) 
Blackford and Jason Blackford, Erin and Shelbi Agamenoni; and one great-grandchild, Selah Blackford. 
Make someone’s day – BE HAPPY!

Dr. Morvia Helmer

GERMAN BRIGADIER GENERAL WERNER DAUMILLER served as keynote speaker at an international conference in 
1980 at Lake Placid, NY. General Daumiller addressed the reunion at their final banquet, and right behind him was the 
American flag…he was in his Bavarian suit, and once he started you could have heard a pin drop. Not one man got up 
to walk out. The general's speech, delivered in perfect English, thanked the Americans for the invitation, and observed 
that the soldiers on both sides had only been serving their countries. The German added that, for the sake of world 
peace, it was important to let bygones be bygones.  General Daumiller co-founded the International Federation of 
Mountain Soldiers (IFMS) in 1985 in Mittenwald, Germany.  
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FAREWELL TO AMERICAN PATRIOTS OF THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION

MAJOR GENERAL (R) DAVID CUSTIS MEADE of Hampton and Vero Beach, FL passed away peacefully on October 9, 
2019 at Watson Fields Assisted Living Facility in Dover, New Hampshire after a lengthy period of failing health. General 
Meade was born in Washington, D.C. in 1940, the son of Custis Meade and Lilla (Lyman) Meade. He was beloved and 
adored by his wife Marina (Kalergis) Meade of Hampton, N.H. He entered the US Army through the Dickinson College 
Army ROTC Program as a 2nd Lieutenant of Artillery to begin his long and distinguished military career. He rose 
rapidly through the ranks over the next 33 years, serving in every commissioned title and rising to the rank of Major 
General. He retired from the Army in 1995 as a Commanding General of the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, 
New York. During his career General Meade served in peace and war as in conflicts around the world, including 
Vietnam, Somalia, Haiti, Grenada and Panama. “Climb to Glory” is the 10th Mountain Division motto and General 
Meade exemplified that in every sense of his life. He embodied the Army spirit to take care of his soldiers and 
accomplish the mission. 

MG (R) David C. 
Meade 

THEODORE G. RAND, of Bedford, MA, formerly of Weston, MA and New Hampton, NH, died peacefully, surrounded by 
family on October 1, 2019.  He was 95. Ted was born in Newton, MA on October 3, 1923, one of three children of the 
late Charles and Thrina (Bredesen) Rand.  He attended Brown and Nichols School and graduated from Newton High 
School in 1942.  He then went to work for the engineering department of the Waltham Watch Co. before he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army's famed 10th Mountain Division (Ski Troops) to train in the Colorado Rockies.  During the war he engaged 
in heavy combat in the Northern Apennine Mountains of Italy as a member of L-Company, 86th Regiment and 3rd

Battalion Headquarters, 86th Regiment.  For his selfless acts of courage and bravery under intense and continuous 
enemy fire while defeating entrenched German positions, Ted was awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge and the 
Bronze Star. His beloved wife, Lucy (Richardson) Rand died in 2014 and he is survived by his children, Amy MacDonald 
(Paul) of New Hampton, NH; Jonathan C. Rand (Meg) of Laconia, NH and Faith B. Rand (Brian Donahue) of Weston; his 
grandchildren, Jennifer C. Rand, Nicholas P. MacDonald (Madeline), Charles F. Rand, Liam Rand Donahue and Maggie 
Rand Donahue; his great-grandchild, Fox MacDonald; his sister-in-law, Laura Richardson Payson and is also survived by 
several nieces, nephews and their families. He was also the brother of the late Stuart Charles Rand and Gladys 'Randy' 
Marshall.

Theodore G. Rand

HARRY JAMES REINIG, of Helena, MT passed away peacefully on July 30, 2015. He was comforted by family and 
Hospice in Helena, MT at the time of his death. Harry was 91 years old. Harry was born in San Francisco, CA on 
October 10, 1923. He was the first child of Mamie and Harry Reinig Sr. In 1943 he joined the Army and specifically the 
10th Mountain Division in 1943 and became Private First Class Harry Reinig. He was trained in Fort Hale (Colorado) 
and Fort Swift (Texas) before being shipped to Italy in late 1944. He was engaged in one of the more strategic and 
successful WWII battles against the Nazis in the mountains of Italy. Harry earned a number of prestigious military 
honors for his services in the Army including the Bronze Star Medal. Harry married Shirley Mae Grady, a housewife 
and nurse, on August 23, 1950. They have two sons: James Reinig and David Reinig, three daughters: Sandy (John) 
Leichner, Barb Reinig, Patty (Larry) George. They have five grand children: Andrea (Duane) Herinckx, Mandi (Tim) 
Bastian, Sean (Stacey) Reinig, Mica Stone-Reinig, and Devon Stone-Reinig,. They have four great grandchildren: Raya 
Bastian, Dylan Herinckx, Madelyn Reinig, and Grady Reinig. Harry worked at Blue Shield (not Blue Cross Blue Shield) 
for 32 years, in part, as Director of Operations. He retired in 1985.. Harry is preceded in death by his mom and dad, 
Mamie M. and Harry Reinig Sr. Harry is survived by (1) Shirley Mae Reinig, his wife of 65 years, (2) his brother, Phillip 
Reinig, and sister, Maribeth Clausen, and (3) the aforementioned children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren mentioned above.

Harry J. Reinig

Jacques Parker 

JACQUES PARKER a key member of the 10th Mountain Division WWII family, Jacques Parker (86-C), passed away 
earlier in January 2020. He would have turned 93. Among the more fascinating of his wartime experiences was 
helping to lead an informal, non-denominational prayer service in English, Latin, and Hebrew at the base of Riva 
Ridge in the Apennines prior to he and his men commencing their successful night climb and surprise capture of Nazi 
mountaintop positions on the evening of February 18, 1945. Jacques suffered grievous wounds in combat, the 
effects of which caused him health problems for the remainder of his life, that did not stop him from becoming one 
of the most accomplished ski illustrators in history.
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FAREWELL TO AMERICAN PATRIOTS OF THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION

Arthur J. Schwartz 

ARTHUR J. SCHWARTZ, age 94, passed away November 20, 2019. Art was born Feb. 22, 1925 to Raymond and Florence 
Schwartz in Buffalo, NY. He was a proud WWII Army veteran, where he served in the 10th Mt. Division. He retired from 
Ford Motor Co. in 1987. He was the beloved husband of the late Dolores. Loving father of Patricia (James) Walter, 
Judith (the late Dennis) Poppenger, Lori (David) Hewitt, Arthur (Amy), Mark (Crystal), MaryBeth, Audine (Stephen) 
Puckett and Joanne (Daniel) Williamson. Very proud grandfather (poppa) of 19 and great-poppa of 16. 

WALTER SHMERLER  of Scarsdale, 94, died Thursday, November 7, 2019 at his home in Rye, New York. He leaves his 
wife of 70 years, Hannah (Citron) and his sons Steven and David. A lifelong resident of Westchester County, Walter was 
born in Mt. Vernon to Maxwell and Ethel Shmerler, was raised in Scarsdale and graduated from Scarsdale High School 
in 1942. He is pre-deceased by his brothers Irving, Edwin and his sister Natalie Perlmutter. Walter served in World War 
II as a heavy weapons platoon sergeant with the10th Mountain Division Ski Troops in Italy. He was awarded The Bronze 
Star and three battle ribbons. After discharge, he settled in Scarsdale, earned his CPA from NYU and entered the family 
firm, Maxwell Shmerler & Co, ultimately becoming a senior partner.

Walter Shmerler

KENNETH LEE STAYTON, It is with tears in our eyes, love and gratitude in our hearts, that the family of Kenneth Lee 
Stayton announce his passing on October 5, 2019 at his home in Red Bluff, California with his wife Sonja by his side. 
Ken was 96 years old. Kenneth landed in this world on June 7, 1923. Born in Eureka to Charles and Annie Mae Stayton. 
He was the youngest of four and spent his childhood working the family poultry ranch on Pine Hill with his Dad. He 
polished eggs before school and cleaned the barn after school. As a young man living in depression years, he knew the 
value of hard work and spent most of his life doing just that. In 1942 he married Babe Mitts and went off to enjoy the 
Italian countryside, a guest of the Italians and United States Army. He was paired up with the 10th Mountain Division 
(87-L) and a Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). As a skinny kid from Humboldt County he built some muscle, made some 
friends, came home with the Bronze Star and hilarious stories of the war as only he could tell. One of his favorite 
sayings was "people are sure funny", a lesson learned in the Army. Ken is survived by his wife Sonja of 35 years, her 
children Joseph and Rhonda, Grandchildren Kimberly, Karen, Colten, Jordyn and Riley. He is also survived by his two 
daughters Jan Steeholm, McKinleyville, and Kathy Parsons and her husband Paige of Felton.
He was "the Poppa" to Jenny Brittain, Justin Steeholm, Jeremy Steeholm, Ryan Parsons and Talli Donovan. His arrival in 
heaven was surely met with a fancy highball and greeted by those that went before him, wife Babe, son Dennis, son-
in-law James Steeholm, stepdaughter Tonja and her son Casey. Ken had a wonderful long happy life and we know he is 
at peace. If he touched your heart, raise a glass in his honor, tell a great story and make someone feel good about 
themselves. 

Kenneth L. Stayton                                                                                                              

Peter Yezzi                                                                                                                  

PETER YEZZI passed away peacefully in his sleep on November 29, 2019. He was born on October 15, 1924 in 
Roccomontepiano Italy and immigrated to the United States with his family at the age of thirteen. He proudly 
became an American citizen and enlisted in the Army at age eighteen where he taught winter survival training in the 
10th Mountain Division. Upon honorable discharge, Peter returned to Binghamton where he married his first wife, 
the love of his life Mary Cocchiara and had one son. In his next life, Peter will join his parents Antonio and Irene 
(Mancini) Yezzi; his brothers, Nicolo, John, Mauro and George Yezzi; sister Leondina (Yezzi) as well as his wives, Mary 
(Cocchiara) and Hazel (Zawtsos) Yezzi. He leaves behind one son Joseph (Peg) Yezzi; grandsons Jonah (Kelly) Yezzi 
and Alex (Stephanie) Yezzi and the lights of his existence, great grandchildren Rocco Henry Yezzi, Stella Noelle Yezzi 
and newborn Primo Yezzi. He also leaves behind best friend and sister in law, Nancy Yezzi and good friend Carol 
Peck. He will long be remembered by his cherished nephews, nieces, their spouses and children as "Uncle Pete."

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/bronze-star/
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10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION DESCENDANTS, INC. 
PO Box 398717 · Miami Beach, FL 33239 · www.10thMountainDivisionDescendants.org 
 
 

 

 

Winter 2019 
 

Greetings fellow 10th Mountain Division Descendants and Friends, 
 

As 2019 comes to a close, here are some highlights of a very successful year: 

 Great news: The Descendants’ website is up and running! You can now join or renew your 

membership online! I would like to thank all of those who participated in making the redesigned 

website a reality. Although our membership for 2019 was up from the previous year, I’m hoping that 

having online membership will boost it even higher in coming years.  Current members should have 

received their membership renewal kits/postcards.  So please sign up now: The success of our 

organization depends on you.  Please help us continue to honor the legacy of these great men.  Think of 

how proud they would be! 

 Italia 1945-2020 Trip: The planning committee has been working hard planning this very special trip.  As 

of November 30th, we already have around 75 people signed up for this trip. The deadline is 

approaching!  What a wonderful time we will have.  So, don’t delay, sign you and your family up soon.  

You can find trip info on our website at www.10thMountainDivisionDescendants.org. 

 Armadillo Chapter Reunion in Oklahoma was a great success.  There were around 25 people, including 

two WWII Veterans in attendance. 
 

A few of the 2020 Happenings… Let’s Mark Our Calendars! 

 Armadillo Chapter Reunion: New Orleans, Jan. 31-Feb. 02.   

For details, contact Phebe Davol at phebe.davol@gmail.com. 

 45th Annual 10th Mountain Division Ski-In Daze: February 26-March 04.  Always a fun event!   

Sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Chapter. Detailed information to follow soon. 

 Italia 1945-2020 Trip: Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of end of WWII. 

 Most of you should have received information in the mail regarding this June 2020 trip.  

Complete details and an application can be found on our website. 
 

Thanks for everyone’s continued support of the 10th Mountain Division Descendants this past year.  We truly 

have a special bond with one another through our Fathers, Grandfathers, Uncles and Friends who have served 

in the 10th. 
 

A very special thanks to those who, continue to support the Finn-Thornton Scholarship through generous 

donations, year after year. This scholarship, awarded yearly to a qualifying  first-year college student, holds a 

very special place in all our hearts: it was named to honor the memories of 10th Mountain Veteran Frederick 

Finn and his daughter, Descendant Pat Thornton, past president of our organization. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Denise Taylor 
President 
dtaylor10thdesc@gmail.com 

JAN 2020VOLUME 50, ISSUE 1 
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ARMADILLO 
Phebe Davol (Desc 86-L, 86-HQ) 

Saturday Night Banquet. From left, clockwise around the table Jeannie Geuras (Desc 710th Ord. HQ), Bette Clark 
(Wife 85-K), Merrill Clark (85-K), Grady Ivy ( Desc 87-K), Hulin Robert (86-K), Phebe Davol (Desc 86-L & 86-A & 
Pioneer), Dean Geuras (Spouse Desc 710th Ord. HQ)

Armadillo Chapter

Descendants and Veterans Article

Phebe Davol (Desc 86-L, 86-A and Pioneer)

The Armadillo Chapter had a fantastic reunion in Bricktown, Oklahoma City Oklahoma the weekend of 

September 27-29, 2019. There were 24 adults and 4 children including two WWII veterans - Merrill Clark 85-K 

and Hulin Robert 86-K. We began the weekend Friday night at Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar and Grill for dinner 

followed by meet and greet at the Hyatt Place Bricktown. On Saturday we toured the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 

Building Memorial and Museum which was bombed on April 19, 1995. Later the group had lunch at the 

Bricktown Brewery. In the afternoon Michael Gonzales, the curator of the 45th Infantry Museum, gave us a very 

educational tour of this interesting WWII museum. Following the tour, attendees feasted on an Italian banquet 

catered by Carinos along with our annual auction. After a business meeting Sunday morning we all departed 

for home. 
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ARMADILLO 
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Back row from left to right: Chad Jones (Desc 86-HQ), Brittany Jones (spouse Desc 86-HQ), Karen LaNoue (Desc 86-
HQ), Mark LaNoue (Spouse Desc 86-HQ), Cherokee Jones (Desc 86-HQ), Dean Geuras (Spouse Desc 710th Ord. HQ) 
Bette Clark (Wife 85-K), Merrill Clark (85-K), Jami Pullen (Spouse Desc 85-M), Bryan Pullen (Desc 85-M), Scott 
Daneman (Desc 85-HQ-2). Front Row from left to right, Dante Willess (Desc 86-HQ), Zachary Jones (86-HQ) Jeannie 
Geuras (Desc 710th Ord. HQ), Vicky Daneman (Desc Des 85-HQ-2), Phebe Davol (Desc 86-L, 86-A & Pioneer)

Our next reunion will be in New Orleans is January 

30-February 4, 2020. All Chapters are invited. There 

is limited hotel space at the Maison Dupuy, located in 

the residential section of the French Quarter at 1001 

Toulouse St. Please reserve early. There is a 

negotiated rate for all nights.

The Maison Dupuy is a boutique hotel in the 

residential area of the historic French 

Quarter. Negotiated rates are $139.00/night plus $22 

in state, local and occupancy taxes.

Below is the link to make your reservation for the 

hotel. You can also call 1-800-535-9177 and ask for 

“10th Mountain Division Reunion Group.” Personally, 

the hotel prefers the online link, but it is up to you.

https://reservations.travelclick.com/103691?groupID=

2528357

Preliminary Schedule:

January 30 and February 1, 2020 Thursday and 

Friday – Activities and Dinner on your own or with our 

group. Suggestions will be distributed to all 

registrants.

Saturday February 1, 2020 – World War II Museum 

Tour followed by Banquet and white Armadillo 

Auction. Bring contributions and bid on priceless 

memorabilia.

Sunday February 2, 2020: Business meeting at 

Breakfast prior to 9 AM departure for Houma 

Plantation Tour with Lunch included. Return to hotel 

by 3 PM.

Sunday February 2, 2020: Dinner on your own or with 

our group.

Monday February 3, 2020: Plans will be made once 

registration is received.

Tuesday February 4, 2020: Plans on your own or 

depart New Orleans.

For more information or a registration form, please 

contact Phebe Davol by e-mail 

phebe.davol@gmail.com or by cell phone 512-917-

0423. 

1001 Toulouse St. Please reserve early. There is a negotiated rate for all nights.

https://reservations.travelclick.com/103691?groupID=2528357
mailto:phebe.davol@gmail.com
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DELAWARE RIVER VALLEY
Barbara Catterall
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Seated are Janis Darlington, her father Paul Kitchen (86-I) and Judi Anderson (Gerald Brenn (85-A); standing 
are Barbara Catterall (Joseph Croke,85-G, KIA) and Bob Anderson.

The man 2nd on left is a Modern 10th veteran, Patrick Devine at the chapter luncheon 
for Veterans Day 2019.
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NEW ENGLAND
Andrea Perkins Miller
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Spreading the Word

by

Andrea Perkins Miller

Descendant 87th – I

New England Chapter

Several years ago I retired and began 

playing bridge at the local Senior Center which is a 

few blocks from my home in Marshfield, 

Massachusetts.  It is a very vibrant center with many 

activities and events throughout the month.  One day I 

walked into the center and heard two women talking 

about Camp Hale.  I politely approached them and 

said that my father had trained there during World 

War II.  One of the women who was in charge of 

scheduling events asked if I would like to give a talk 

about the WWII 10th Mountain Division at the Men’s 

Breakfast (women invited) that month.  I agreed and 

said that I would also show the movie “Climb to 

Glory.”

On the day of the event I opened the 

door to the room to let people in and a gentleman with 

a 10th Mountain shirt entered.  I was delighted and he 

said that he had been based at Fort Drum in 

Watertown, NY in the late 1980s and 1990s and is 

now retired.  About 30 men and women attended.  I 

gave a brief history of the 10th, showed the movie, 

then had a Q&A.  Two retired history teachers said 

that they could not believe that they never knew 

anything about the Division and wondered why.  One 

woman said that her brother had been in the 10th.  I 

asked them if they would be interested in seeing the 

movie “The Last Ridge” and they all said yes.  We 

arranged the date for the following month.

When I got home that day, I had two 

phone calls from people who had been unable to 

attend the lecture which had been advertised in the 

local paper and they asked me to let them know when 

the next lecture would be.  They had had family 

members in the 10th but they never talked about their 

experiences.

At the second session at the Men’s 

Breakfast I talked about notable 10th Mtn. soldiers and 

also talked about joining the Descendants Association 

as an Associate.  I had applications for them and I 

also had handouts about the upcoming Italian trip in 

2020.  I then showed the film “The Last Ridge” and 

had a Q&A afterward.  Many women also talked what 

it was like being in the US during the war and waiting 

for their loved ones to return.

The following week I was asked by the 

Senior Center and town library to give the two-session 

talk and film presentation for the Lifelong Learning 

program in the community this fall.  Over 50 people 

have signed up.  I have also been asked by a 

gentleman from the neighboring town of Scituate to do 

the presentations.

This has been quite an experience for 

me in many ways.  First, I have discovered people in 

my community who are associated with 10th Mountain 

Division veterans as well as active Fort Drum soldiers 

and veterans.  Secondly, people have been delighted 

to know the impact of the 10th Mountain soldiers on 

the ski industry in the US following the war.  Thirdly, it 

has been an extremely meaningful experience to hear 

family stories and to see pictures of and letters from 

veterans to their family members during the war.  

Finally it has been important to tell people about the 

active 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, the 86th

Infantry Brigade Combat Team and the Army 

Mountain Warfare School in Vermont.

When I begin my talk I ask the 

audience if anyone is a veteran and what branch was 

she/he in and where she/he was based and deployed.  

I also ask if anyone skis and likes winter.  This usually 

gets people laughing.  And finally I say that if you ski, 

you have to ski until you’re 92 as our Dad did – Ruso 

H. Perkins 87th Infantry.

As a Descendant, please consider 

“Spreading the Word” in your community.
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NORTHWEST 
Martha Rainey (Desc 87-D) 
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Front Row: Steve Rinella, Anne Craig, Maria Baker; Second Row: Val Rios, Georgia Rios, Paul Zitzelsberger, Charmin Wagstaff, 
Diann Waggoner, Pam Rinella, Debbie Metzler, Rich Metzler; Third Row: Reed Rainey, Ellen Driscoll, Ann Zitzelsberger, Jess 
Johnstun, Marion Johnstun; Back Row: Scott Kritzer, Natalie Crow, Andrew Kritzer, Sara Wagstaff, Martha Rainey, Ty Baker

We had a great group of 23 that included many new faces and some that haven't missed a picnic in many, many 

years. The sharing of stories was amazing and created some new bonds while strengthening those we’ve had for 

years. We honored our fathers, grandfathers and a husband (Anne Craig was with us!) in a way in which they 

would be proud. We will continue to carry their legacy, and share the stories, photographs and memories into the 

future. Oh, and the food... there was really, really good food and a lot of it!

Val and Georgia Rios from the Sierra Nevada Chapter joined us! They actually planned their road trip in order to 

be in Tigard on the 8th. It was such fun to finally get to meet them and to hear them talk about the Return to Italy 

Trip being organized by the National Descendants Group for June of 2020! 

We look forward to our future gatherings!
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FORT DRUM
David Martel
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NORFOLK LEGION RIDERS DONATE TO WOUNDED WARRIORS FUND

The American Legion Riders(ALR) of Post #925 in Norfolk, NY presented a check for $4,825 to Brian Jefferds and 
Dave Martel of the Ft. Drum Chapter for their Wounded Warrior Fund. The money was raised during the ALR’s 
annual charity ride earlier this summer. Shown are Cindy Sullivan, Thomas Morrison, Brian Jefferds, Dave Martel, 
Bob Queor, Lori Queor, James Walrath, Kevin Moriarty, Michael Villenueve, Royal Sheldon, Gail Sheldon, Wayne 
Hill, Don Hoyt, Marilyn Derouchie, Terry Peterson, Steve Sedlock III and Steve Sedlock IV. Photo submitted by 
Thomas Morrison.
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FORT DRUM
David Martel
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The Fort Drum Chapter, in collaboration with Boots Brewing Company in 
Watertown, NY announced the "Your Town, Your Division, Your Beer, YOU 
Name It" contest, to name the beer occupying Boots' 10th tap. The beer will 
be a European lager to honor the 10th Mountain Division's historic legacy 
during WWII in Europe. (Pictured, owner Dan Daugherty is brewing the 
European Lager for the Fort Drum Chapter). The winner has been decided and 
will be announced at an unveiling event on 22 February at Boots Brewing 
Company. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this new beer will be 
returned to the Fort Drum Chapter for use with their Wounded Warrior funds.
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ROADRUNNER 
Rebecca Joyce (Desc 604 FAB) 
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ROADRUNNER CHAPTER NEWS

Becky Joyce, Director, Roadrunner Chapter

Our Roadrunner Chapter news is sad. We lost a 

dear friend, Donna Tomky, on September 4. Her 

fight with cancer ended, and we all hope everyone 

keeps her memory alive. She carried on like a 

Soldier of the Tenth, like her father, Orville Tomky 

(126 ENG-B) must have taught her. We will miss 

that beautiful spirit.

We have not had a Chapter gathering in some time. 

When would you like to meet? Thanksgiving, 

Christmas, or on Mt, Belvedere/Riva Ridge 

Memorial Day, February 18-19. My vote is for 

Mount Belvedere/ River Ridge day. Let me hear 

from you all, and we’ll come up with a plan. Our 

mission is to get our chapter together for a Tenth 

Mountain Division family gathering. Would a happy 

hour and early dinner suit everyone? I wait to hear 

from all of you.

Paul Brusuelas, (85-A) and Richard Wright (87-E), 

Alan Wright’s father, are our veterans. There are 

twelve of us descendants and family and friends. 

Let us keep our chapter strong. Our Blizzard news 

is online. We have transitioned and are moving 

forward with the modern light Tenth Mountain 

Division in New York at Ft. Drum. 

The descendants are working to keep the Tenth 

Mountain traditions alive. We have to keep our 

children involved so they can tell the stories of our 

World War II veterans, who kept America strong 

and free for us, and now the Modern Tenth who is 

doing the same.

Many chapters meet for reunions. The cost would 

be around $250-$300 for the motel stay and food 

and transportation. We did it at the beginning when 

I first became president. If it is held in Albuquerque, 

the three-day reunion costs for motel and 

transportation costs could be avoided. Only 

museum and banquet cost would be incurred. It’s 

the best way to get to know everybody.

Let me hear from you about a Mt Belvedere/ Riva 

Ridge weekend around February 18-19. I’ll make 

all the arrangements.

Sempre Avanti,

Becky Joyce, Director, Roadrunner Chapter
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Melanie Loveland & Kayla Kohake (Desc George Loudis 86-H)) 
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Rocky Mountain Chapter News 

Melanie Loveland (Descendant, Richard D. Johnston, 87-A)

The Rocky Mountain Chapter continues to stay busy and active with several events on the horizon! 

First, Coors Brewery has once again invited the 10th Mountain Division to its Veteran’s Day Ceremony on 

Friday, November 8th.  Following the ceremony, 10th members are invited to Bill’s, the in-house 

restaurant at Coors Brewery, for lunch. 

On Monday, November 11th we will gather at the downtown location of the Tattered Cover bookstore for 

a history talk and book signing with author Maurice Isserman, author of  “The Winter Army: The World 

War II Odyssey of the 10th Mountain Division, America’s Elite Alpine Warriors”. This event begins at 

5:30pm. For those interested, prior to the event we will meet at the restaurant, Next Door, located in 

Union Station (near the bookstore) for Happy Hour. Mr. Isserman will also be having events for this book 

on Tuesday, November 12th in Boulder and Friday, November 15th at the Colorado Snowsports Museum 

in Vail.

The Chapter will host its annual Holiday Party at The Vista at Applewood Golf Course on December 28, 

2019. Meet and greet begins at 10am with brunch being at 10:30am. This event is always well attended 

and is a great time! 

The town of Vail will host parades and talks (Tales of the 10th) to honor the 10th Mountain Division on 

Friday, November 29th and Friday, December 27th. These events will continue into the spring of 2020 on 

Wednesday, January 3rd, Friday, January 17th (10th Mountain Parade), February 14-18, 2020 – Legacy 

Days including one Legacy Parade and the 75th anniversary of Riva Ridge Celebration which will feature 

a ski-down and other special events. On Friday 2/14, Flint Whitlock will speak at the museum. Other 

events at the museum include Revisiting Riva Ridge 75 years later with Chris Anthony on Wednesday, 

February 12th at 5:30pm. 

The Rocky Mountain Chapter continues Trash Bashing efforts to pick up trash along three miles of 

Highway 40 near Genesee, CO. That stretch of road is posted as maintained by the 10th Mountain 

Division. We reduced to three pickup dates a summer; that seemed to be adequate. We usually have 6 

to 10 participants and it takes us about an hour; worthwhile time spent. There is usually a coffee session 

afterward where we discuss the “treasures” found. This year they have ranged from a POW flag to 

sexual enhancement pills to (most recently) divorce papers. Occasionally we find money. Including a $1 

coin found on our last 2019 outing, Trash Bashing has donated a total of $146.66 to the Tenth Mountain 

Division Foundation. As of now, dates for 2020 Trash Bashing are May 30th, July 25th and September 

26th.

We welcome all Descendants and Friends of the 10th to join us at any or all of our events! 
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SIERRA NEVADA 
Val Rios (Desc 87-K) 
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The Sierra Nevada Chapter had their annual fall gathering on Saturday, October 12th in Petaluma, CA. The 

group first visited the Petaluma Collective which is listed as the world's largest retail military antiques store 

and museum. The museum has six life size diorama displays covering both world wars with hundreds of 

artifacts on display. Our sole WWII 10th veteran attending, Art Schimke (87-K), was in awe of all the artifacts 

and antiques on display. Following the museum visit the group had a wonderful Italian lunch at nearby Cucina 

Paradiso. There, Chapter Director, Val Rios, talked about the upcoming 2020 Return to Italy trip."

Picture, left to right: Skip Engle, Lisa Schallenberger, Art Schimke (87-K), Georgia Rios, val Rios, Eugene Miya. Jessamyn 
Engle also attended but had to leave before the picture was taken.



Page 32

UPSTATE NEW YORK 
Dave Morrison (Desc 86-L) 
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Front row (L-R) Keith Young (guest of the Mancini’s), Bev Folderman(Bill Millette-605 FA), Emmy Santasiero ( 
Phil Santasiero 87-K), Loraine and Harold McAfee 85-L, Carol McKenney, and Jill Hamlin (Norton Stanton 86-A).
Back row L-R Dave Morrison, Dan and Jan Mancini (Raymond Farmer 86-I Med), Joe Cianchetti (Armand 
Ciancetti I-87), Bonnie O’Shea (Bill Morrison 86-L) Charlie Wheeler Jr. (Charles Wheeler I-87), and Paul 
Sonricker (Earl Sonricker 87-B)

On October 3rd, 2019, The Ft Drum/Upstate NY held 

it's fall luncheon in Lake George, NY.

It was well attended, we had 13 members and a 

special guest hailing from England. ( Keith Young )

Our oldest member is a Vet Harold McAfee he is 96 

and in amazing shape. He still skis and golfs. He 

knew my Dad Armand J Cianchetti SSgt I company 

87th Mountain Infantry.

During the meeting, I updated the group regarding 

the upcoming trip to Italy. Some members that 

couldn't attend are going to go. I am planning on 

going too.

We planned the winter meeting to be held in 

February on the 19th which commemorates the first 

big engagement in Italy on Mt Belvedere. It's always 

nice to be with folks that have a shared history.

Also, we discussed holding an event at Whiteface 

Mountain Lake Placid, NY which was started by a 

10th vet. They have a room there with 10th 

memorabilia however over the years the history 

hasn't been told to people young or older.

We'd have a tent outside near the lifts like a demo 

day for ski equipment and a presentation inside in the 

area where the memorabilia is. This will spark 

interest in the organization and grow membership. I 

spoke about doing such things at the 10th reunion in 

Watertown, Ft Drum this past summer with Minot 

Dole's Grandson Trux. He has connections to help 

pull it off regarding displays on the slope. The folks at 

Ft Drum will help because I've been meeting with 

them during the course of this year. They want their 

soldiers to know the special history of the 10th.

All the attendees were very responsive to holding the 

event and are willing to contribute any way they can. 

It's agreed that the story needs to be told or the 

special history of the 10th Mountain WWII will be lost.
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WELCOME NEW VIRTUAL CHAPTER PRESIDENTS   

Training that summer at Fort Benning, GA and was then assigned 

to the 1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley, KS. Chuck then 

volunteered for assignment to the 1/503rd Infantry Battalion at 

Camp Hovey, Korea. There he earned the Expert Infantry Badge 

and the Imjin Scout Badge for patrolling the Demilitarized Zone. He 

was a part of a Quick Reactionary Force during the 1988 Summer 

Olympic Games and was later promoted to the rank of Corporal. 

Chuck was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for his service 

in Korea and reenlisted for assignment to the 10th Mountain 

Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.   He attended many schools while 

assigned to the 10th Mountain Division, including; the Primary 

Leadership Development Course, Fort Dix, N.J., the Mountain 

Leaders Certification Course, Combat Leaders Course, Air Assault 

Course, Pre-Ranger Course, and the Basic Noncommissioned 

Officer Course at Fort Bragg, N.C. He was promoted to the rank of 

Sargent and then married his wife Annamaria. Chuck was 

Honorably Discharged in 1992 to begin a family with Annamaria 

back home in Massachusetts where they both grew up.  He 

presently enjoys spending time with his wife and children.  Chuck 

has a son and daughter who are currently pursuing their 

undergraduate degrees. 

Professional: Chuck became an Emergency Medical Technician in 

1993 and would go on to become a Paramedic after attending the 

M.H.R.I. Program of Paramedicine in 1996. He was assigned to the 

City of Brockton where he worked as a Paramedic on an Advanced 

Life Support intercept unit, servicing the surrounding communities. 

Chuck entered the Fire Service in 1999 with the Franklin Fire 

Department where he currently serves as the department’s ALS 

Coordinator. He completed the I.E.M.E. Tactical Medic Operator 

course in 2010 and more recently attended the Counter Narcotics 

and Terrorism Operational Medical Support Program presented by 

the United States Park Police at the Massachusetts State Police 

Academy earning him the designation of Emergency Medicine 

Technician-Tactical. Chuck has an associate degree from Dean 

College and was the Head Ice Hockey Coach at Clark           

University for three seasons.

from Catholic University, and National Security and Strategic Studies

from the US Naval War College

General Bartell is a veteran of Operations Desert Shield, Desert

Storm (Saudi Arabia/Iraq), Uphold Democracy (Haiti), Enduring

Freedom (Afghanistan), and New Dawn (Iraq). His assignments

include service with the 2d Infantry Division; the 101st Airborne

Division (Air Assault); the 172d Light Infantry Brigade; the 10th

Mountain Division (Light Infantry), (first tour – DIVARTY XO/BN CDR

1-7 FA, reflagged to 3-6 FA, second tour – DIVARTY CDR, third tour

DIV Chief of Staff/DCG-Support), the XVIII Airborne Corps (DCG) and

U.S. Forces – Iraq (J3). He also served as the Commanding General of

U.S. Army Cadet Command – responsible for commissioning 5,000

LTs a year and overseeing all Army ROTC and JROTC units worldwide.

His last assignment was as the Deputy Director and Chief of Staff of

the Army Capabilities Integration Center, Training and Doctrine

Command at Fort Eustis, VA and General Bartell retired from the

Army on September 1, 2013.

His decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal with Oak

Leaf Cluster, Defense Superior Service Medal with two Oak Leaf

Clusters, The Legion of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze Star

Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with seven

Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Achievement Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster,

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the Parachute Badge, the Air

Assault Badge, and numerous medals commemorating his service in

Korea, Southwest Asia, Kuwait, Afghanistan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and

the Global War on Terrorism.

General Bartell became the President of the Army and Navy

Academy, a Military Boarding School for Boys Grades 7 – 12, on

January 17, 2014.

General Bartell is married to the former Karen Gravlin and their
family includes son Aaron, his wife Talia, and grandsons Daniel and
Oliver; son Kevin and his wife Megan, and granddaughter Lola; and
son Benjamin and his wife Ivy.

Mountain Thunder 2/87 Catamounts
Major General Arthur Bartell

was born in Brooklyn, NY – the

son of a career Army Officer. He

was commissioned as a Field

Artillery officer in 1977 through

Army ROTC at the University of

Michigan and graduated with a

Bachelor’s Degree in Zoology. He

has also earned Master’s

Degrees in Behavioral Science

Chuck Bailey-2/87 Catamount (V) Chapter 

President

Education: U.S. Army; M.H.R.I. Program of 

Paramedicine; Dean College

Experience: Chuck entered the military 

after graduating high school in 1986. He 

completed the Army’s Individual Infantry

MAJOR GENERAL ARTHUR BARTELL 

CHUCK BAILEY 
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Italia 1945-2020

Dear 10th Mountain Family and Friends,

On behalf of the 10th Mountain Division Descendants, Inc., I would like to invite you to attend the Italia 
1945-2020 trip. This is a special year as it is the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII. We’ve arranged a pre-
trip to Normandy to experience the invasion beaches and inland drop zones, as well a short visit to Paris. 
This will be followed by the main trip that will retrace the Division’s combat and post-war route through 
Italy and beyond. We will visit Tuscany to include the American Cemetery and Memorial near Florence to 
pay respect to the 326 10th Mountain Division soldiers interred there. It is a sobering experience that 
reminds us of the sacrifices made for our freedom. We then move on to the Hill Towns, Po Valley, Lake 
Garda, Slovenia, Austria and finish in Munich. We’ve included the post-war sites in the Main Trip in 
recognition of the Division’s complete role in Italy during the war. We recognize this may add time and 
expense that some may not want to incur. To accommodate everyone, there are options offered to 
structure a trip that suits their schedule. As always, Intertrav will work directly with anyone wishing to 
‘bailout” at a specific juncture if necessary.

Many of you have been on one or several return trips, and we would love to have you join us again to 
commemorate this important anniversary. If you have never been on one of these trips, now is the time to 
take advantage of this amazing opportunity to travel the combat route of the 10th Mountain Division and 
follow in the footsteps of our soldiers from 75 years ago. Many of the areas have changed very little. You 
will see homes where soldiers were bivouacked, or remnants of foxholes where your 10th Mountain soldier 
may have been. We will climb Mount Belvedere starting with a dedication of benches that have been 
donated by descendants and friends that will be placed along the trail up the mountain. You will take in the 
incredible view from the top across to Riva Ridge and overlooking the villages below.

As members of the 10th Mountain family, we can honor the legacy of our 10th Mountain Veterans by going 
on this amazing trip and keeping the special tradition of friendship with our Italian friends alive.

Please read the enclosed brochure for details of the itinerary and options. This trip is not to be missed and I 
look forward to seeing you there.

Respectfully,

Denise Taylor
President, 10th Mountain Division Descendants, Inc.
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By Melanie Schwab, Secretary/Quartermaster

Are you pondering whether or not to join us on the Italy trip 

this summer? Let me see if I can help. Go. It’s that simple. 

Prior to my first trip, my friend Denise Taylor (our current 

Descendant President) was telling me that she had been on the 

Italy trip four times and my first thought was why would you do 

the same trip four times? Well, after that first trip, I completely 

understood. No further explanation was necessary.

I fully expected to meet some fellow Descendants. See some 

cool sites. Learn more 10th Mountain Division history and 

experience Italy for the first time. What I did not expect was to 

come home with about 100 new friends, including a group of 

siblings and their spouses who have adopted me as their little 

sister! To this day, I have some truly wonderful friends that I 

met on that trip. 

When I saw Riva Ridge for the first time, it gave me a greater 

appreciation for what my relatives, and all the other 10th

Mountain Division soldiers did. It’s truly awe inspiring and 

humbling. Climbing up Mount Belvedere, I put myself in my 

grandfather’s shoes and literally in his footsteps and I 

considered what a different experience I was having than he did 

so many years prior. It brought tears to my eyes. 

The most unexpected experience on the trip was the heartfelt, 

warm, appreciative welcome that the Italian people gave us in 

the hill towns. The welcome we receive in these towns is 

amazing! They are so kind and their welcoming spirit is 

heartwarming! 

I convinced my sister to join me on the next trip. We were 

eating lunch with the people of Querciola and an older Italian 

man and his wife joined us at our table. Through our tour 

guide/translator, the man began to tell us that he was a boy 

during the war and he remembers the 10th Mountain Division 

soldiers coming to town and feeding everyone in their village, 

saving them from starvation and that they would be forever 

grateful for that. His wife then said whenever we return, they 

will be there waiting. Had I not gone on the trip, I would not 

have encountered this man and heard his story. It is a memory 

that I will never forget!

Oh, did I mention the beautiful scenery, authentic Italian pasta, 

gelato and wine? Those are just added bonuses! 

Booking your trip yet? I hope so!  

Melanie

GOING TO ITALY THIS SUMMER? 
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ITALIA 1945 - 2020

Sponsored by the 10th  Mountain Division Descendants, Inc.

Pre-Reunion Tour

Normandy & Paris

June 9 – 13, 2020

10TH  Mountain WWII Tour

June 13 – 28, 2020

Florence &  

The Hill Towns
June 13 – 22, 2020

Due to the diversity of our group and the consolidation of the  

airlines, airfare is not included, and prices shown in the brochure  

are for the land tour only.
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FLORENCE & THE HILL TOWNS – JUNE 13 – 22, 2020

For the 2020 trip, we are offering 10th Mountain Descendants, National Association members,

and friends who do not have the time to take the Main Tour, the option to take a shorter trip

and participate in just the Florence and Hill Towns program. You will meet with the 10th

Mountain WWII Tour on June 13 in Florence and be with the group through breakfast on June

21, after which you will be transferred to Florence where we’ll enjoy our farewell dinner

before departing on June 22.

FLIGHT INFORMATION AND PRICING

Due to the diversity of our group and the consolidation of the airlines, airfare is not included,

and prices shown in the brochure are for the land tour only. You are free to make your own

air arrangements using airline miles/points or to work with your local travel agent. You can

also call InterTrav at 1-800-624-8338 to obtain ticket prices and flight times from your choice

of departure city. Flights from the USA to France and Italy are overnight. Please take this into

consideration when making your flight arrangements.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE SCHEDULING
Tour

Pre-Tour & Hill Towns

Arrive

Paris Airport June 9

Depart

Florence Airport, June 22

Pre-Tour & Main Paris Airport, June 9 Munich Airport, June 28

Florence & The Hill Towns June 13 June 22

- Hill Towns arrival and departure should be at Florence Airport or Florence Rail Station

Main Tour Florence Airport, June 13 Munich Airport, June 28

*We strongly recommend you make your flight reservations as early as possible.

PRE-REUNION NORMANDY PROGRAM

June 9 – 13, 2020 ~ 3-nights Normandy, 1-night Paris

A special Pre-Reunion Tour Program to Normandy has been arranged. The package begins at

Paris CDG Airport on your arrival, and includes your transfer to Normandy, 4-nights first

class hotel accommodations, sightseeing program at Omaha and Utah Beaches, and Paris

sightseeing tour. Leaving Normandy, you will enjoy a Paris city tour before checking in to

your hotel for overnight. The price includes breakfast each day at the hotels, service and taxes,

and the first evening a welcome to Normandy dinner featuring local specialties and wine.
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Pre-Tour Itinerary

Tuesday, June 9 – PARIS / BAYEUX

On arrival at Paris CDG Airport, we’ll travel into Normandy and the historic city of Bayeux, the

first town to be liberated by the Allies and fortunate to escape war damage. The medieval city of

Bayeux boasts a rich architectural heritage. Beside the cathedral in the Romanesque and Gothic

styles, Bayeux retains beautifully preserved timer-framed houses, mansions flanked with towers,

vast town houses and elegant private residences. While in Bayeux we’ll visit the famous Bayeux

Tapestry. This unique masterpiece of wool embroidery on linen is a pictorial account of the

events leading up to the military invasion of England and the expedition led by William the

Conqueror. (D)

Wednesday, June 10 – Thursday, June 11 – NORMANDY

For the next two days we’ll set out from Bayeux each morning. We’ll explore the American

landing sectors of the D-Day beaches of World War II, Utah and Omaha where in the early hours

of June 6, 1944 forces began landing on the shores of Normandy. Day one will focus on the Utah

Beach sector where we will visit both the landing beach as well as Pointe du Hoc, and the inland,

airborne drop zones. We’ll visit Sainte-Mere-Eglise, to view an exhibition dedicated to the night

that American paratroopers dropped from the sky. Day two will similarly focus on the Omaha

beach sector where U.S. forces suffered their highest casualties, and made famous in countless

movies. We will also visit Arromanches, overlooking Gold Beach where the remains of one of

the Mulberry Harbours can still be seen to this day, as well as many other locations in

Normandy. We’ll visit the Cambe German Cemetery and the American Cemetery at Colleville

Sur Mer. One of the fourteen permanent American World War II cemeteries constructed on

foreign soil, this 173-acre cemetery marks the final resting place for over 9,000 American

soldiers who died during the Battle of Normandy. (B,L)

Friday, June 12 – BAYEUX / PARIS

Today we depart the Normandy region and travel back to Paris, where on arrival we’ll enjoy an

afternoon sightseeing drive featuring highlights of the city, including the Eiffel Tower, Champs-

Élysées, Notre Dame Cathedral, Arc de Triomphe and Place de la Concorde, before checking in

to our hotel. (B)

Saturday, June 13 – PARIS / FLORENCE

Depending upon flight times, there will be leisure time in Paris before we transfer to Paris CDG

Airport for the short afternoon flight to Florence, Italy. On arrival we will drive into the city to

join travelers on the Main Tour. (B)

B = Breakfast L = Lunch D = Dinner
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The Normandy/Paris Pre-Tour Price is Based on a Minimum of 25 Travelers and Includes:

* Transportation by deluxe private motor coach with English speaking Tour Escort

* Accommodations at first-class, traditional hotels including breakfast each morning,  

services and taxes

* Lunches and dinners as shown in the itinerary, indicated by the Meal Codes

* Luggage handling for one suitcase per person at hotels

* Sightseeing according to the itinerary including applicable entrance fees

* Flight from Paris, France to Florence, Italy on June 13

* Taxes for included services; transportation, hotel accommodations and included meals

The Tour Price Does Not Include: Items of a personal nature such as passport fees; laundry and

cleaning; telephone calls; optional tours and excursions; television and/or refrigerator in hotel rooms;

luggage handling at airports; personal travel protection; meals other than those stated above;

beverages and drinks with meals other than breakfasts; wine with meals unless otherwise indicated;
gratuities to Tour Escorts and coach drivers and local guides at the suggested amounts of €4 / $5 per

person per day for the Tour Escort, €3 / $4 per person per day for the coach driver, and €2 / $3 per

person per day for local guides.



Page 40

JAN 2020BLIZZARDVOLUME 50, ISSUE 1 

The Main Tour

Saturday, June 13 – FLORENCE

On arrival at Florence Airport, after you have cleared customs and passport control, you will be

met by an InterTrav Representative who will direct you to your transportation for the transfer

into the city and to the hotel. There will be a hospitality desk at the hotel for informational

purposes and to help with any plans you would like to make for the remainder of the day and into

the evening.

Sunday, June 14 – FLORENCE (San Marcello/Prunetta Excursion or Tuscany Excursion)  

You have the choice today to visit the pre-battle sites near the San Marcello/Prunetta area  

or visit Siena & San Gimignano or explore Florence on your own. For the passionate lovers  

of 10th history the San Marcello/Prunetta Excursion will not want to be missed. Prior to the Riva  

Ridge/Mt. Belvedere Offensive most of our 10th soldiers were bivouacked in places like San  

Marcello, Prunetta, Campo Tizzoro, and Cutigliano. The locals are very excited that we will be  

coming to their villages and the day will sure to be memorable! Complete details of this  

excursion will be available at a later date when arrangements have been finalized. The stunning  

city of Siena is one of Europe’s best preserved medieval cities. We’ll enjoy a guided tour taking  

in the fan-shaped square, the Piazza del Campo and its towering Campanile, the Torre del  

Mangia. Passing through Tuscany’s lush countryside, we’ll visit the beautiful medieval hilltop  

town of San Gimignano, remaining almost unchanged over the centuries and famed for its  

distinctive skyline boasting 14 imposing towers dating to the 13th century. For travelers who  

prefer, you can spend the day in the renaissance city of Florence, considered by some to be an  

outdoor museum. Should you decide to stay in Florence, there will be the opportunity to take part  

in a guided walking tour of the city. Highlights include the famous Duomo, the Ponte Vecchio,  

spanning the waters of the River Arno, and the main square of Piazza della Signoria. This  

evening we’ll enjoy a wine tasting and Tuscan style “Welcome Dinner.” (B,D)

Monday, June 15 – FLORENCE / HILL TOWNS

This morning we drive into the countryside for a Memorial Service at the American Cemetery

and Memorial, located in Tavarnuzze, 8 miles south of Florence in a beautiful Tuscan setting of

rolling hills. Maintained by the American Battle Monuments Commission, the cemetery was

established for members of the Armed Forces killed in the northern Italy campaign. Among the

4,402 American soldiers buried here, 326 of them are of the 10th Mountain Division. After the

service, we’ll have lunch, and then we leave Florence driving to the Hill Towns. (B,L,S)

Tuesday, June 16 – Saturday, June 20 – HILL TOWNS

These days are spent in the Hill Towns for the 10th Mountain program. Celebrations and village

festivals over the five days will take place atop Mt. Belvedere and at Querciola, Vidiciatico,

Lizzano-in-Belvedere, Gaggio Montano, Iola and Castel d’Aiano. During your stay you will have

the opportunity to participate in an authentic Italian cooking class. Space is limited and is on an

optional basis at additional cost, dependent upon the interest of our group. Also depending on the

interest of the group an excursion to Pisa and Lucca may be available. Complete details of the

10th Mountain Hill Towns program will be available at a later date when arrangements have been

finalized.
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Sunday, June 21 – HILL TOWNS / LAKE GARDA

We say “arrivederci” to the Hill Towns and drive on the Autostrada into the Po Valley, crossing

the Po River near the site where the first Fifth Army soldiers began to cross the river in their

pursuit of the retreating German army. Then we’ll head for Lake Garda and Riva Del Garda

where we will spend the next two nights. Depending on the interest of the travelers and the size

of our group, we will schedule a visit to the Memorial Museum in Bologna. The museum houses

close to 50 military vehicles of historical interest and a five-scene diorama depicting WWII

events along the Gothic Line including the Riva Ridge/Mt. Belvedere Offensive. Time

permitting brief stops at the Bomporto bridge and the PO river, both significant places in the

10th’s push through the PO valley. (B,L)

For travelers on the Hill Towns tour, after breakfast you will depart for Florence, we’re you’ll

enjoy a Farewell dinner of Italian specialties before departing June 22 for the States. (B,D)

Monday, June 22 – LAKE GARDA

This morning we’ll drive to nearby Torbole, a site of the final battles in this region, for a

Memorial Service. Wreaths will be placed at General Darby’s Monument and into Lake Garda in

memory of the many men lost during the conflict in the Italian Alps, the road tunnels and on the

lake. We’ll board a boat at the dock in Torbole, place a wreath where the DUKW went down, go

by the east side of the lake where the tunnels are located, and go by Limone before disembarking

at the dock in Riva. Following lunch a WWII excursion will be available. Included will be visits

to a WWII air raid shelter and a brief walk to the monument near Nago dedicated to the 10th

soldiers who were among the last KIA in Italy. The afternoon is free to enjoy the afternoon

strolling the town of Riva or enjoying our beautiful lakefront hotel. (B,D)

Tuesday, June 23 – LAKE GARDA / BOVEC (Venice)

We depart Lake Garda this morning, and our first stop is Venice, a treasure trove of art and

architecture rising up out of the waters of the Venetian Lagoon. We’ll enjoy a private walking

tour showing us the highlights of the city; the Rialto Bridge, the Campanile, the Byzantine-like

Basilica of St. Mark, the Doges’s Palace and the Bridge of Sighs. After free time we’ll travel

across northern Italy and cross the border into Slovenia and the Alpine resort of Bovec. (B,D)

Wednesday, June 24 –BOVEC

Today we will visit the Julian alps where troopers of the 10th Mountain Division were stationed

as peacekeepers during the early summer of 1945. We will tour the area around Bovec (Plezzo in

1945) and visit the areas where elements of the division were bivouacked including Cave de

Predil, Tarvisio, Mt Mangart and Lake Fusine. We will spend time with our Slovenian friends

and hear much more about the Division’s time in this area. (B,D)
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Thursday, June 25 – BOVEC / SALZBURG (Grossglockner High Alpine Road)

This morning we travel through the spectacular Julian Alps into Austria to begin our journey

over the Grossglockner High Alpine Road and enter the impressive world of the mountains that

will take us through some of the world’s most spectacular scenery on our way to the summit,

Kaiser Franz Josef Haus. Here we’ll have time for lunch and to view the Pasterze Glacier and the

peak of the Grossglockner. Within a few kilometers we’ll travel “half-way around the world”

crossing all climatic and vegetation zones between Austria and the Arctic. Leaving the High Alps

we’ll descend to the lovely resort of Zell am See and then through the scenic Saalach Valley to

Salzburg, the city made famous by the movie “The Sound of Music” and one of Europe’s most

special towns. (B,D)

Friday, June 26 – SALZBURG

After breakfast you can relax or attend services at nearby St. Peter’s Church before we take a

pleasant stroll with our local guide through the city’s historic center. We’ll see the exquisite

Mirabell Gardens, the great Festival Hall, St. Peter’s Churchyard, the monumental Domplatz,

Mozart’s birthplace, and the charming Getreidegasse.

This afternoon is free in Salzburg to enjoy the sightseeing of the wonderful old town; or perhaps

to take a cog wheel train trip to the magnificent castle overlooking the city and distant Alps. (B)

Saturday, June 27 – SALZBURG / MUNICH (Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest)

Today we depart Salzburg and travel to picturesque Berchtesgaden where we’ll see the historical

town center boasting decorated facades, churches and a Royal Palace. Next we’ll continue to

nearby Obersalzburg for a breathtaking bus journey up the Kehlstein Road, followed by a brass

elevator ride up through the rock into Kehlsteinhaus, Eagle’s Nest as named by the Allied Forces.

Then we leave the Alps behind us and travel over the Autobahn to the Bavarian capital of

Munich. Cheerful and vivacious, boasting magnificent architecture from Bavaria’s royal past, Munich

is also the center of the Bavarian zest for life, which we’ll experience firsthand with our farewell

dinner at Munich’s famous Hofbrauhaus. (B,D)

Sunday, June 28 – MUNICH / USA

After breakfast this morning, your tour escort will be on hand to coordinate transportation to

Munich Airport for your return flight home. (B)
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The Main Tour Price Includes:

* Airport transfers at Florence and Munich

* Transportation by deluxe private motor coach with air conditioning and restroom

* Services of an English-speaking Tour Escort with each motor coach

* Accommodations in twin or single room with private bath or shower, including services  

and taxes

* Buffet breakfast at hotels each morning

* Sightseeing as listed in the tour itinerary

* Welcome dinner with wine tasting – June 14

* Lunch after the Memorial Service outside Florence – June 15

* Snack on arrival in Hill Towns – June 15

* Meals in the Hill Towns according to the program.

* Farewell Dinner at the Hofbrauhaus June 27

* Wine or soft drinks with included lunches and dinners

* Luggage handling for one suitcase per person at all European hotels

* Taxes for included tour services, i.e., transportation, hotel accommodations and meals

The Main Tour Price Does Not Include: Items of a personal nature such as passport fees; laundry

and cleaning; telephone calls; optional tours and excursions; television and/or refrigerator in hotel

rooms; luggage handling at airports; personal travel protection; meals other than those stated above;

beverages and drinks with meals other than breakfasts; gratuities to Tour Escorts and coach drivers

and local guides at the suggested amounts of €4 / $5 per person per day for the Tour Escort, €3 / $4

per person per day for the coach driver, and €2 / $3 per person per day for local guides.
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Tour Prices Per Person

Share basis Single basis

Pre-Tour, Florence & Hill Towns – June 9 - 22 $2,965 $3,580

Pre & Main Tour – June 9 - 28 $4,445 $5,040

Florence & Hill Towns – June 13 - 22 $1,985 $2,170

Main Tour – June 13 - 28 $3,480 $3,800

Trip Cost Premium/Per Person

$1,501- 2,000 $115

$2,001- 2,500 $145

$2,501- 3,000 $172

$3,001- 3,500 $194

$3,501- 4,000 $242

$4,001- 4,500 $276

$4,501- 5,000 $319

$5,001- 5,500 $353

TRAVEL PROTECTION: You have the option to purchase Travel Protection at the time you

sign-up for the tour. Plans help protect you and your travel investment and help provide coverage

for unexpected circumstances. The premium for the plan is non-refundable after the 14-day free

look period and rates are based on trip cost. Group plans require a minimum participation of 10

travelers. For a complete description of coverage and to see all the covered reasons for

cancellation, please call 1-800-624-8338 or e-mail Mary at mary@intertravcorp.com.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PREMIUMS

mailto:mary@intertravcorp.com
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TO ASSIST YOU IN YOUR TRAVEL PLANS AND ON TOUR…

PASSPORTS AND VISAS: All travelers must have a passport that is valid for six months after

the return date of your tour. If your passport is other than a United States passport, you must

advise us in writing with your Registration Form, as other travel documentation may be required.

No visas are required for the tour.

VACCINATIONS: No shots or vaccinations are necessary for the tour.

LAND TRANSPORTATION: All motor coach transportation will be air-conditioned and non-

smoking.

TOUR PRICES: All prices shown for the Pre-Tour, Reunion Tour, Hill Towns Experience

Tour, and Extension Tour are guaranteed.

RESERVATIONS: The deadline for tour reservations is Monday, February 3, 2020.

Reservations received after February 3 are on a “space available” basis. Changes can be made on

your choice of tour or tours until Monday, February 3, 2020. After February 3, there will be a

$100 per person charge for any changes made in your choice of the tours offered, and changes

are also on “space available” basis.

AIRLINE TRAVEL ARRANGED BY INTERTRAV: We strongly suggest you make your

airline reservations as soon as possible. Any requests for special airline seating arrangements

must be made in writing. These are then passed on to the airline. However, we regret that we

have no control over the assignment of airline seats, and we cannot guarantee or be responsible

in the event that your request is not honored by the airline. (We recommend reconfirming any

special seating requests at the time you check-in for your flights.)

TOUR DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: Reservation deposit payments are accepted with personal

or bank checks. The final payment for the tour can be made by credit card or check. YOU WILL

BE INVOICED FOR THE BALANCE OF PAYMENT THAT WILL BE DUE ON OR

BEFORE FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2020.

SPECIAL REQUESTS AND/OR REQUIREMENTS: InterTrav Corporation makes every

attempt to provide the most comfortable, convenient and pleasure-related trip possible. However,

to do so it is essential that you advise us of your special desires and needs in writing. If these can

be successfully fulfilled, they will be done. If it is not possible, we will advise you. When

sending in your Reservation Application please include, in writing, any special desired or

required needs. All special requests must be received by Monday, March 11, 2020.

TOUR ITINERARY: All tour itineraries are subject to change for planning and operational

purposes from the printed tour programs shown in the brochure. Should changes occur, travelers

will be advised in writing.

SPECIAL NOTE: Please keep in mind that our ability to offer side trips will be dictated by the

number of buses we have to work with. This is an unknown until we know the number of people

making the trip, therefore the details of the shorter side trips may change once we know the

number of buses.
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TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: Detailed tour itineraries, hotels names, addresses and telephone

numbers, and all information that you require for the tour will be mailed to you two weeks prior

to the trip departure date.

ARRANGEMENTS: The tour price includes planning, handling and operational charges. The

tour price also includes a contingency fund for the following items: invited dinner guests; trip

books; pins; name badges; gifts to town mayors; and wreaths for the Memorial ceremonies.

CANCELLATION: If after making your initial deposit you find it necessary to cancel from the

tour for any reason, there will be a charge of $100 per person up to 90 days prior to departure.

For cancellation between 89 and 60 days prior to departure, there will be a cancellation charge of

$300 per person. For cancellation within 59 days of departure, in addition to the $300 per person

charge, there may be additional cancellation charges from the airline, hotel(s) or ground service

companies up to the full value of your tour cost. IMPORTANT: Cancellations will not be

accepted by telephone, and must be sent in writing to: InterTrav Corporation, 203 State Avenue,

St. Charles, Illinois 60174, sent by fax to 630/584-1573, or by e-mail to

mary@intertravcorp.com.

Responsibility

THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION DESCENDANTS, INC. and/or INTERTRAV

CORPORATION, 203 State Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174 and/or any travel agency and/or

supplier of services pursuant to or in connection with this itinerary shall not be responsible or

become liable for any delay incurred by any person in connection with any means of

transportation; nor for any loss, damage or injury to person or property by reason of any event

beyond the control of any agency or supplier, or occurring without the fault or negligence of such

agency or supplier. The right is reserved to alter the dates of the tour; the tour routing; or to

cancel the trip if a minimum number of bookings is not reached for either the air or land portion

of this itinerary. The right is also reserved to substitute hotels for other hotels in available

categories. Further, the right is reserved to decline to accept or to retain at any time any person as

a participant on any tour or to cancel any tour. No refund will be made for voluntary absence

from the tour unless arrangements are made at the time of booking. The schedules contained

herein are subject to change without notice. All rates are based on current Tariff and Exchange

rates in effect at the time of the printing of this itinerary and are subject to adjustment without

prior notification in the event of changes therein or in changes in the number of participants on

which the rates are based.

mailto:mary@intertravcorp.com
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GRANT-IN-AID FOR DESCENDANTS OF 10TH VETERANS ATTENDING THE 2020 RETURN TO ITALY TRIP
Background:
A lawyer colleague of TMDD past president Kate Raabe recently contacted her to explain that he is the trustee for 
a Foundation of a deceased client who left some funds to be distributed as charitable contributions. One of the 
client’s interests was military history, and the trustee thinks his client would have enjoyed providing some funds 
for 10th descendants to help carry on the legacy of the 10thMountain Division.
The trustee generously consented to providing $15,000 for descendants of WWII 10th and modern 10th veterans 
to assist in attending the 2020 Return to Italy Trip sponsored by the 10th Mt. Div. Descendants. A committee was 
then formed to: determine eligibility and selection process, develop registration form and application process, 
and develop a plan to disseminate the information. The resulting action plan was reviewed and approved by the 
TMDD EXCOM. 
Eligibility Criteria:
1.The applicant must be a current Member or Associate of the 10th Mt. Division Descendants Inc. or 10th Mt. 
Division Association.
2.This must be their first time attending a Return to Italy trip sponsored by the 10th Association or 10th

Descendants.,
3.If under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
4.If school age must be minimally entering 7th grade, maximum age 35.
5.Only one family member per WWII 10th veteran or modern 10th veteran is eligible to receive a grant.
6.BOD members of the TMDD, 10th National Association or Tenth Foundation and their immediate family 
members are not eligible.
7.Applicant agrees to writing a minimum 2 page reflection paper of their 2020 Return to Italy trip experience 
within one month upon their return and submitting to TMDD. 
Application and Selection Process:

A separate grant-in-aide application will be included in the 2020 Return to Italy Trip registration packet 
mailed to all members of TMDD by InterTrav this fall. Simultaneously, an online version of the grant-in-aide 
application and Italy trip registration packet will be made available on the TMDD, Tenth Foundation and National 
Association web sites.
The grants will be awarded on a first come first served basis upon the return of the registration materials. Upon 
receiving the completed grant application and 2020 Return to Italy Trip registration forms, including deposit, 
InterTrav will then date stamp the application. The first fifteen who meet all of the above eligibility criteria will be 
selected. Upon selection InterTrav will determine the remainder due for the trip (minus $1000) and bill the 
individual/family.

Application and more information can be found at
https://10thmtndivdesc.org/return-to-italy/ 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION PRESIDENT JIM REDMORE 
MAKED CHRISTMAS EVE COOKIE DROPS TO FORT DRUM SOLDIERS



THE SUN NEVER SETS ON THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION
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During the Association's latest 
EXCOM meeting the Fort 
Drum Chapter honored Gil 
Pearsal and Rich Babbitt with 
mini Military Mountaineer 
statues for their years of 
dedicated service to the 
chapter. Both Gil and Rich 
continue their dedicated 
service to the 10th Mountain 
Division community as 
members of the National 
Executive Committee. Thank 
you gentlemen.

Gil Pearsal (top) and Rich Babbitt (bottom)  

JAN 2020BLIZZARDVOLUME 50, ISSUE 1 

James Redmore, National President and Dave Martel, Fort Drum 
President at Dry Hill Ski Area, Watertown, NY

Leaders shooting a promotional video for the  10th 
Mountain Division Association, get outside!
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Mr. James G. Martin (86-M) 
salutes at his home in New 

Jersey. It’s a good day 
when a WWII Hero Salutes 

with a 10th Mountain 
Division shirt proudly worn!

WHEN A WWII HERO SALUTES, THAT'S THE BEST PART OF THE DAY!

10TH MOUNTAIN TREASURES

Watercolors 
painted by Ted 

Harpainter places 
with the 85th.
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FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 3, 2019

45th ANNUAL 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION SKI-IN DAZE

Wednesday, February 26th- Leadville 3rd grade presentation about the 10th Mountain 

Division at the Leadville High School @2PM

Thursday, February 27th- Copper Mountain

Lake County Auditorium- Speaker presentation:

The impact of the 10th Mountain Division on the Ski Industry

Friday, February 28th-Ski Cooper-Cooper Hill Daze

Saturday, February 29th-Ski Cooper

or

Snowmobile Tour of Camp Hale and Machine Gun Ridge

Sunday, March 1- Free Day

Monday, March 2- Vail

Tuesday, March 3- Breckenridge

Leadville Hotels 2/26/2020-2/29/2020

Silver King-719-486-2610

Columbine Inn-719-486-5650

Frisco Hotel 3/1/2020-3/4/2020

Alpine Inn-970-668-3122

Mention the 10th Mountain Division to receive a discounted rate

Details of the Ski-In to follow no later than January 1.  Watch your email 
or visit our 10th Mountain Division Descendant  website: 
www.10thmountaindivisiondescendants.org

Contact: Denise Taylor, mountaingirl555@msn.com with 

questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS

mailto:mountaingirl555@msn.com


UPCOMING EVENTS
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Join the 10th Mountain Division Descendants for the Ski-In Feb. 26-March 3! Celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
end of the war and honor our special 10th Mountain Division Veterans and Active Duty. For trip details, contact 
Denise Taylor, (303) 229-6544, mountaingirl555@msn.com. Please reserve meals and lodging in advance.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
Wednesday, Feb. 26 - Leadville
• 2 pm - 10th Vets, family and friends meet at the Lake County High School, 1000 W. 4th St. in Leadville for the 3rd 
grade student presentations on the 10th Mountain Division

Thursday, Feb. 27 - Copper Mountain
• 6:45 pm Jennifer Mason, Executive Director of the Colorado Snow Sports Museum in Vail, presentation on the 
Impact of the 10th Mountain Division on the Ski Industry

Friday, Feb. 28 - Cooper Hill Day @ Ski Cooper
• 1:30 pm serpentine with the Vets, the 10th Mountain Division Colorado National Guard and The Special Forces 
leading the group down the mountain carrying the flags
• 3:30 pm Memorial Service at 10th Monument

Saturday, Feb. 29 – Three options:
• Ski Cooper
• Cross-Country Ski at the Tennessee Pass Nordic Center
• Snowmobile Tour of Camp Hale and Machine Gun Ridge

Sunday, March 1 - Free Day
Monday, March 2 - Ski Vail
Tuesday, March 3 - Ski Breckenridge

The first gathering of 2020 of the Metropolitan N.Y. Chapter of the 10th Mountain Division Descendants 

will take place on Saturday, 8 February at 1 p.m. at the Hat Tavern in the Grand Summit Hotel, 570 

Springfield Avenue, Summit, N.J. Telephone is 908-273-7656. Any and all Descendants, their families, 

friends plus Gold Star family members of the 10th and of course, 10th Mountain veterans of all eras, are 

all cordially invited to join us. Kindly let us know of your interest by Saturday, 1 February. For further 

information, please call or leave a message with Rosario "Rus" Salemi at 347-744-0121 or through 

Sunday, 2 February at 718-932-5351.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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On select Friday evenings (Feb. 15, and March 8) in 

Vail Village, guests are invited to watch skiers 

dressed in traditional 10th Mountain Division Ski 

Trooper uniforms perform a Torchlight Ski Down to 

the base of Gondola One, followed by a parade of 

military veterans, also in traditional uniform, 

marching from Gondola One down Bridge Street, 

across the Covered Bridge and finishing at the 

10th Mountain statue. The side of Vail Mountain will 

be illuminated with the 10th Mountain Division logo, 

and the celebration will feature a film on the history 

and legacy of Vail projected at the base of Gondola 

One and animated with fireworks. Vail’s newly-

renovated Colorado Snowsports Museum will stay 

open after the parade for guests to visit and learn 

about Colorado’s ski history through the new 10th 

Mountain Division exhibit-- the most comprehensive 

of its kind in the world--and a showing of the film 

"Climb to Glory."

FRIDAYS: February 15, and March 8

6pm | Base of Gondola One, Vail Village

•10th Mountain Division torch lit formation ski down

•Camp Hale 10th Mountain Video, animated with 

fireworks

•Military Veteran Parade in Traditional Uniform

•Hot chocolate

•Commemorative Legacy of Vail pin

•EpicMix Photographers on site

•Post event history at Colorado Snowsports Museum

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pictured is Jerry Eller

Photo by Jerry Eller
Photo by Jerry Eller

https://www.snowsportsmuseum.org/
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Armadillo Chapter  

(All Chapters Invited) 

In New Orleans, Louisiana 

January 30-February 4, 2020 

 

 
 

Activities include: 

 

National World War I I  M useum Tour 

Banquet on Saturday Night 

 

Block of Rooms reserved (1/30-2/4/2020) at the M aison Dupuy Hotel 

You can also call 1-800-535-9177 and ask for “10th Mountain Division 

Reunion Group.” Look for more details in the Armadillo Chapter Article in 

this Blizzard.  Please contact Phebe Davol at 512-917-0423 or 

phebe.davol@gmail.com for more information or to let me know you are 

attending so I can send you registration materials. 

 

 

 

  

Dauphine eans Hotel 

For M ore Information or to Register: 

Contact Phebe Davol at 512-917-0423 or Davol_Phebe@bah.com 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Reminder that the deadline for Italy trip registrations, 3 February, is fast-approaching. Have you signed up?
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The Tenth Mountain Division 
Foundation offers scholarships to 
financially needy direct descendants 
or legally adopted direct 
descendants of 10th Mountain 
Division veterans who served with 
the Division.

Scholarships include:
Tenth Mountain Foundation 
Scholarship for descendants ($5,000)
Community College/Professional 
Program Scholarship (up to $2,000)
Charles A. and Loyola M. Murphy 
Endowed Scholarship for the Study 
of Military History (up to $5,000) 
Learn more about Charles Murphy, 
the “Rock,” and his heart to help 
others

Learn more about the different 
scholarship offerings and to view the 
application form please visit:  
www.tenthmountainfoundation.org

Application need to be mailed to 
Foundation Office with supporting 
materials, postmarked by April 15, 
2020.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

http://www.tenthmountainfoundation.org/
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BLIZZARD STABLE CALL - JAN 2020

Lisa Jefferds, Blizzard Editor

It is will great pleasure that I introduce myself as the next 
editor of the Blizzard. I’d be remiss if I did not start off by 
thanking Felicity for all her years of dedication and hard 
work, it certainly shows as you look back on the past 
publications of the Blizzard. 

I am a proud Army Spouse of 28 years; my Father was a 
part of the 5th Infantry Division at Fort Carson during the 
Vietnam Era, and my Grandfather served with the 12th

Armored Division in Europe in WWII. I have grown up 
surround by the military my entire life, and I am honored 
to be a part of the 10th Mountain Division Association as 
the Blizzard Editor.

My husband Brian is a retired 10th Mountain Division 
Soldier, and we have been in Northern New York for the 
past 15 years. We proudly have raised two daughters; 
Alyssa & Bree will be my Co-Co editors as I take on this 
endeavor as the Blizzard Editor. We have always taken on 
adventures as a Family, my husband also serves as the 
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secretary for the Fort Drum Chapter. Yes, it’s a Family 
adventure for the Jefferds Family!

I work for the Warrior Transition Battalion on Fort Drum as 
the Family Readiness Support Assistant. It is my privilege to 
work each day supporting Soldiers and Families.

I hope this gives you a small perspective on myself. I look 
forward to showing you a bit about the 10th Mountain 
Division Association each and every quarter thru the 
Blizzard. Please feel free to submit any information you 
would like to share with us 
to: ljefferds@10thmtndivassoc.org

Climb to Glory,

Lisa

SGT John A. Mosko
5th Infantry Division

CPL Marino F. Delfine (left)
12th Armored Division

SFC Brian Jefferds
10th Mountain Division
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Charles (Jack) Elam will be celebrating his 103 birthday January 22. He 
served in WWII , Army, 10th Mountain Division, 86thD

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

HAPPY 103RD  BIRTHDAY 

HAVE A 100+ BIRTHDAY YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE, PLEASE SEND 
INFORMATION TO: LJEFFERDS@10THMTNDIVASSOC.ORG




